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InterAKT Online Discussion Board Tutorial

Introduction

In this tutorial you will use MX Kollection 3 to build a basic Discussion Board web application. The
final application will allow users to:

= View a list of discussion topics.

= Read the messages associated with each topic.

. Post a new message to any topic, after registering an account.
. Reply to other messages.

. Subscribe to a discussion thread (a chain of messages that are replies to the original one)
and receive email notifications when a new message was posted.

This tutorial contains three main sections
1. Planning the application, with database design and site structure.
2. Building the basic discussion board - the topic and message display and post / reply pages.

3. Improving the basic board by allowing subscriptions, reply notifications and filtering of bad
words.

If you have the MX Kollection 3 bundle installed, then you have all the necessary tools. Otherwise,
the following separate products should be installed on your computer to complete the Discussion
Board tutorial:

= MX Send E-mail

. MX Form Validation
. MX User Login

. MX Query Builder

The estimated completion time for this tutorial is about 40 - 60 minutes, depending on your authoring
knowledge with Macromedia Dreamweaver (MX or MX 2004) and MX Kollection 3.

It's recommended that you follow the steps in their intended order as to avoid problems later on.
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Plan the Discussion Board

Before you start building the discussion board, please make sure that:
1. You have a running database server and web server.

2. You have installed the required extensions for completing this tutorial:
The MX Kollection 3 bundle, or, alternatively:
¢ MX Send E-mail
¢ MX Form Validation
¢ MX User Login
¢ MX Query Builder

3. You have a correctly defined Dreamweaver site.
4. You set up the database provided with this tutorial and create a connection to it.

For more instructions about setting up your site, consult the Getti ng St art ed help file that comes
with MX Kollection 3. It can be accessed in Dreamweaver from Help -> InterAKT -> Getting
Started.

The discussion board will store its information in a database having the following table and column
structure:

LISer_Lusr
[
%0 id_usr ink (113 message_msq
[ name_usr varchar (100) v *
[ emai_usr varchar (150) %[ id_msg ink (11}
[ password usr  warchar (100) A [ idtop_msg ink (11}
[ active_usr kinink (2] [ idmsg_msg ink (11}
[ randomkey usr  warchar (100) [ id_init_msg ink (11}
R idusr_msg ink {113
. [ date_msg datetime
topic_top [ subject_msg warchar (1007}
et [ conkenk_msg warchar
B[ id_top int (11) [ subscribe_msg  binink {4
[ title_top warchar (1000
[ description_top  warchar {2007

Note: The database diagram in the image above was built with MX Query Builder (also referred as
QuB) to better illustrate the database structure. You do not need to build it in order to complete this
tutorial.

Here are the database tables and their columns:
1. topic_top - stores information regarding the main discussion topics:
= id_top - the primary key for the topics table. No two topics can have the same ID.
= title_top - the topic's title (e.g. Economy and Stock Markets).

= description_top - a text description of the topic's subject. Will be displayed below the
topic title

2. nmessage_nsg - stores all messages posted on the site, for all topics. The table's columns
have the following meaning:

* jd_msg - the primary key for the messages table. Used to uniquely identify a message.
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idtop_msg - the foreign key that connects to the associated topic. Through this column,
a message is marked as belonging to a topic.

idmsg_msg - self foreign key that stores the ID of the parent message. It is used when
posting a reply to link the current message and the message that is being replied to.

id_init_msg - also a self foreign key used when the message is a reply. It is used to
store the ID of the first message in the reply chain.

idusr_msg - foreign key to the user's table, stores the ID for the user that posted the
message.

date_msg - the date when the message was posted.
subject_msg - the message subject. If a reply, it should be Re: and the old subject.
content_msg - the message's main text.

subscribe_msg - stores if the user is subscribed to this message thread or not (1/0).

3. user_usr - stores the user data: e-mail, password etc.

1.

2
3.
4
5

id_usr - the primary key for the user table. No two users can have the same ID.
name_usr - the user account. Used to login on the site.

email_usr - the email address of the user (john_smith@noplace.org).

password_usr - stores the user's password.

active_usr - a boolean variable (Y/N) based on whether the user account is active or
not.

randomkey_usr - stores a randomly generated code used for user activation.

To set up your application, follow these steps:

1.

3.

You can find the scripts needed to create an identical table structure inside the
downloaded package, in the \t ut ori al s\ Di scussi on Boar d\ db\ folder, as an sql
or nmdb file, depending on the database server you intend to use. Execute the sql script
in your database server management software (e.g. PHPMyAdmin, Microsoft Access
etc.).

Open Dreamweaver and create the following folder and file structure for your site. You
can create it easily by unpacking the zi p file corresponding to your server model from
\tutorial s\Di scussi on Board\ in your site root folder:

= site - Discussion Board tuta
----- | index.php

----- ! login.php

----- | post_message.php

----- e regisker.php

----- | reply_message.php
----- g wiew_messages.php

Open the i ndex page and create a new connection named connBoard and configure it to
connect to your newly created database.
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MyS0L Connecktion = _ -

Connection Mame; | connBoard K

MySOL Server: | localhost Cancel

User Marme: | rook Test

Passwiord; | (T T

Database: | discussion_board| Select... |

Pl §

Help

Starting with the following topic, you will learn how to display and add messages and topics.
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Post and List Messages

In this section you will build the basic discussion board functions - the ability to display, post, and
reply to messages.

The first thing to do before creating any of the application's pages is to implement the user
authentication system. In order to attract new members, the discussion board should be accessible
and friendly, should present interest and should offer solutions. This way, viewing the messages will
not require the visitor to have an account, but posting messages or replies will. The user
authentication will use the user _usr table, as presented in the Planning section of this tutorial.

To build this section, follow the next steps:
1. Open the r egi st er page from the site root into Dreamweaver.

2. Open the InterAKT Control Panel and go to Login Settings. This is where you will have to
define how user authentication will work on this particular application. The interfaces and
settings are similar to the ones presented in the Job Site tutorial > User Authentication
section, with the following differences:

L] Authentication is based on username and password only, without the use of user levels.
Also, don't forget to check the encryption checkbox.

= On the Database tab, configure all fields based on the existing columns, using the
name_usr column as username, and no level column at all. Also, make sure you select
the column randomkey_usr in the Random key menu. This is used in the account
activation process, to prevent a user from activating the accounts of other users. The
random key will be attached to the URL for account activation.

= On the User Levels tab, you only need to fill in the main redirect pages (the ones on top
of the user interface, without having to define pages for each level - levels don't exist).

= The login page is | ogi n.
= After successful authentication, users must be redirected to the i ndex page.
= If the login fails, users remain on the | ogi n page.

3. Once you've finished setting up the Control Panel options, press the OK buttons in each
dialog box.

4. Back on the registration page, apply the User Registration Wizard, similar to what is shown
on the User Authentication tutorial. Remember to remove the active_usr and
randomkey_usr columns from the wizard's second step, and to check the Use account
activation checkbox.

5. Once you're done with the wizard, close the page and upload it to the server. If you want,
you can try it out and create an user account of your own.

6. When a user registers an account with the site, two e-mail messages will be sent to his e-
mail address: an account activation message and a welcome message. To be able to send
these messages, you need to configure InterAKT Control Panel > E-mail settings.

7. Next, you will create the login form, that allows registered users to authenticate to the
forum. Open it in Dreamweaver and apply the Login Form Wizard to create the HTML form
elements, as well as the activation and forgot password pages. An example of the
configuration can be found here. Once you finish configuring and applying the wizard, save
the login page and upload it on the remote server.

8. Finally, you should create a log out link, to allow users to safely exit the discussion board.
You should follow the same steps as described here. Place the "Logout" link in the upper part
of the vi ew_nmessages page.

Once the user authentication section is complete, you will have to create the application's main page.
This page will contain a list of all topics available on site, each with its description, and a link to show
the associated messages. To keep things simple, the topic list will not be managed from the
Discussion Board site. Adding new topics will have to be done in the database management software.
Alternatively, you can create an administration section for the discussion board, as explained in
another tutorial: Content Management System.
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To create the application's main page, with the topic listing, follow the next steps:
1. Open the i ndex file from the site root in Dreamweaver.

2. The page design is already created, containing a table with three rows and one column. The
topic listing will be placed in the middle row and will display the topic title, description and a
link to view the messages.

3. Before placing the elements on the page, you have to create a recordset that will retrieve all
topics from the topic_top table. To create a new recordset, click the Plus (+) button of the
Bindings tab and select Recordset (query).

4. In the dialog box that opens, select the connBoard database connection and the topic_top
table. Since you do not need to filter out any elements, you can click the OK button to close
the dialog box.

i

Marme: | rsTopics

Conneckion; Iu:u:unnBu:uaru:I 'I DeFine...l Cancel

Table: Il:lzupil:_tl:up j Test
Columns: @ Al  Selected: Advanced.,
id_top
title_top QuB..

description_top

Al

Help

Filkes: INl:une j |= ;l

ILIRL Farammetes j |

Sork: IN:::ne j I.ﬁ.scending ;I

5. To display the topics in an orderly fashion, you will have to create a table containing a single
row and two columns inside the main table's middle row.

X

Table size

Rows: I 1 Columns: I 2

Table width: | 100 |percent j

Barder thickness:

Cell padding:

Cell spacing:

6. In the first column, the topic title and description will be displayed. Drag and drop their
corresponding recordset fields from the Bindings tab to the page.
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i = ppplication

1
Jii

Databases [NEinelech Server Behay | Components

il;l Diocument bype:PHP ¢

Source

El B Recordset (rsTopics)
57 id_top

“es? description_top

7. In the second cell, you have to create a link to the page that displays the messages:
Vi ew_messages. Enter the link text [View messages] into the second cell. Select it and
right click to display the menu. Choose Make link.

8. In the dialog box that opens, select the link's target page (e.g. vi ew_nessages. php) and
then click on the Parameters button. This is needed, because the vi ew_nessages page

will display all messages belonging to a single topic, and the topic's ID is passed as an URL
parameter, to sort out only that topic's messages.

9. In the Parameters dialog box, enter the URL parameter's name: id_top. For the parameter's
value, select the dynamic value id_top from the rsTopics recordset created earlier, by clicking
the lightning bolt icon.

Dynamic Data ]

| Bl [3f  Recordset (rsTopics) K

47 title_top Cancel
4% description_top
:f  Session e

Field:

Pl

Format; I M one j

Code: |<?|:|h|:| echa $row_rsTopics[id_top'); >

10. The Parameters dialog box should look like this. Click OK to confirm your settings.
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+|-| Ale] |

I arme | W alle
E I
id_top <?php echo $ruw_rsTDpics['idﬁ 2l

Help

Pk

11. The dialog box for configuring the link to the view_messages page should look like this:

12.

selectFile 21 x|

Select fils name from: * File spstem e |
" Data sources

Look ir: I_',' default j € T -
lﬂ_mmServerScripts & index.php

|3 _notes i@ login,php

ﬂCDnnectiDns & post_message, php

\hincludes & reqister,php

| activate.php @ reply_message,php

& Forgot_password,php @) view_messages,php

File narme; Iview_messages.php Ok
Files of type: I,-’:-.II Files [*.7] j Cance |
LRL: Iview_messages.php?id_tu:up=<?php echo Erow_

Relative to: I Diocument b I index.php

4

Click OK to apply your settings.

You might also want to apply a different formatting style to the topic title, to differentiate it
from the rest of the text. At this point, your page should look like this in Dreamweaver
Design view:

Welcome to the Discussion Board

e

§§{rsTnp1cs.uﬂe
(s Topicsd

_top]

View messages

However, if you try to preview this page in the browser, you will notice that only the first
topic is displayed. In order to display all topics, you must apply a Repeated region on the
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table row containing the topic title and description. Click on the <t r > tag in the Tag selector
to select that row:

«<body= <kable> <trx <td> <tables |4ty = <td=

ii ¥ Properties

Apply the Repeated region command from the Application tab of the Insert bar.

fwInsert Common | Layout | Forms | Text | HTML | PHP Application

b do- @ | -

Sl

ox 123
2 T 456 T

| -

M G -

13. Configure the dialog box to display all records of the rsTopics recordset and click the Ok
button to close the dialog box.

Repeat Region |

Recordset: IrsTu:upiu:s j
Show: 10 Records at a Time Cancel |
fe  allRecords Help |

14. Save the page and upload it to the remote server. When you preview it in the browser, it will
display the list of topics from the database script delivered with this tutorial.

Welcome to the Discussion Board

Investment Opportunities

[View messages]

Dizcuss mvestment opporturities, or look for mvestors for your
business 1dea.
Marketing & Branding

[View messages]

Dizcuss yvouideas on advertising, branding, and media.
Business Models

[View messages]

What are the best busihess models? What drives the best
busihesszes i the wotrld?

Taxes and Legislation
[View messages]

Look for advice or offer adwice about the taxation legislation.

You have now completed the home page of the Discussion Board, which displays a list of topics. Next,
you will create pages that allow viewing and posting messages in a topic.

Before creating the message viewing page, open the post _nmessage and r epl y_nessage pages and
apply the Restrict Access to Page server behavior on each of them. This will prevent unregistered
users from adding messages to the Board. This server behavior can be accessed from the Server
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Behaviors tab > + > MX Kollection > User Login. Configure the server behavior to restrict access
based on username and password only, as shown in the image below:

Restrict Access To Page i

Basic | 4

Cancel
Specify restrickion bype

Help

alil

Restriction based on: ' Username and password

" Username, password and access level

Select level(sh: [riq levels defined.

Change Login Settings

, Uze the Restrict Access Server Behavior to restrict page acces: depending
" on the logged in user,

==

After configuring the server behavior on both pages, you can move on and create the page that allows
users to view messages associated to a certain topic.
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Display message threads

In this topic, you will learn how to create the page that displays all messages associated to a specific
topic, as well as options to Post a message and to Reply to a message. Since this page only displays
messages, and does not allow users to post new ones, you do not need to apply a Restrict Access to
Page server behavior. The page must remain public.

Building the recordset

To create this page, follow the next steps:

1. Open the vi ew_nessages page in Dreamweaver. The Vi ew_nessages page receives from
the main page an URL parameter containing the topic ID, which will be used to sort out the
messages belonging to the selected topic.

2. Before creating any page elements, you need to decide what will be shown for each
message:

= the name of the user that posted it
= the message subject
= the date when the message was posted

= the message text

All messages displayed on the page must belong to the same topic - the one
whose ID is passed as URL parameter to the page.

3. The recordset to retrieve the elements is filtered, and takes data from more than one
table. The easiest way to create the complex query is to use MX Query Builder (or
simply QuB).

4. To open the MX Query Builder interface, simply open the Recordset dialog box, by
clicking the + button from the Server Behaviors tab, and selecting Recordset. Enter
rsMessages for the recordset name, select the database connection, then click the
button labeled QuB3, displayed on the right of the interface.

Mame: | rsMessages Ok

Conneckion: |(degydEue = alaa=lg) Cancel

Table: Imessage_msg j Tesk

Columns: & Al Selecked: fidvanced.

id_msg

idtop_msg
idm=sg_msg
id_imit_m=q

-
idusr_msg |
[
[

QUES..

Help

AL

Filter: INl:une j | =

JURL Parameter =]

Sort: [Mons ] |ascending

After clicking the QuB3 button, the QuB Visual Recordset dialog box opens:
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Marne: W (]
Conneckion: IconnBoard j Define. ., | Cancel
Query name; lNone j Refresh.. | Test

Sl =] simple. .

Advanced..

LI Help

dildd i

e Query Edit Guiersy. Delete Guery,

2) Enter the name of the recordset,

5. You need to create a new query. Click on the New Query button to start the MX Query
Builder web interface, where you will visually build the SQL query needed to extract the
information for this page.

Name the query messages.

TrSTTTe T T =)

Connection: IcunnDiscussiDnBDard

QUEry name! Ir'-.ln:nne

L e CQuery Mame: 1

| messages|

Ik Cancel

b

Mew Query | Edit: (mini= i I |

6. Once the user interface opens, you have to select the tables to use in the query. Simply
click on the user_usr and message_msg tables in the Tables panel and they will appear
in the main area as well.

Tables: g
[ message_msg
[ topic_top

I%lser_usr

7. In order to extract information from both tables, a relationship (also known as JOIN)
must be defined between the two tables. To define the relationship, simply drag and
drop the idusr_msg field from the messages_msg table onto the id_usr field of the
user_usr table. A blue line will indicate the relationship.
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create ink: message_msg.idusr_msgiuser_usr.id_usr
message_msg user_usr
N v -

7 id_msg ink (113 7l id{h_qf_r_________irlt_li_l_l_ll _____
[ idtop_msg ink (11} [ n { message_megidust_mag |
[ idmsg_msg int {11} [ emal-msr-=-"-- VAP (15U
[ id_jnit_msg ink (115 [ password use  warchar (100
W idusr_msg ink {113 [ active_usr kirvvint 23
[ date_msg datetime [ randomkey usr  warchar {1007
[ subject_msg  warchar {100
[ contenk_msg  warchar
[ subscribe_msg  kinvink (4)

8. To decide which columns to use in the query, simply click on their names. Select the
following columns:

= from the user_usr table, you only need name_usr.

= from the messages_msg: id_msg, idtop_msg, id_init_msg, date_msg, subject_msg
and content_msg .

9. As you click on each column name, it is checked, and it also appears in the Query
Management panel. This is where you can set aliases, grouping and sorting rules for
each column, or define conditions.

message_msg
[ *
7 W id_msg int (113
— LSS W idtop_msg int (113
= : [ idmsg_msg int {113
Bl usr ink (11} W id_init_msg int {113
W name_ust warchar {1000 AY [ idusr_msg int (113
[ email_usr wvarchar (1500 v date_msg datetime
[ password_ust varchar (100) W subje_ct msa varchar (100}
L active_usr tinyint (2) W conkent msg warchar
[ randomkey_ust  warchar {1000 r subscrib; msg  tinyint (4)
Colurnns |
Column Name Alias Sort  |Dutput |Grouping Condition
USEr_ISr . Name_usr | | ;l 7 | ;l | |_| w Dl
message_msg.id_msg I I ;I " I ;I I |_| w ~|Del
message_msg.idtop_msg I I ;I W I ;I |=$_GET["id_tD|:u"] |_| y el
message_msg.date_msg | | ;I v | ;I | |_| v (Dl
message_msg.subjeck_msg | | ;I v | ;I | |_| v (Dl

10. All messages retrieved by the recordset must belong to a specific topic, referenced by
its ID, which is received via an URL parameter from the index page. Therefore, you
need to define a condition on the column idtop_msg (which stores the foreign key to
the topic_top table). Click the button next to the Condition text field corresponding to
the idtop_msg column.

11. A new dialog box opens where you can define the condition. Configure it as follows:
. Set the Condition operator to equal (=).

. Set the Variable Type to URL Variable.
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In the Run-time Value, enter the URL parameter's plain name (id_top). You do not
need to enter any code, as QuB will automatically generate the correct semantics.

In the Default Value, enter a numeric value that does not match any existing
record. Usually, a negative value is used.

‘A QuB : Edit SQL Condition -- Web Page Dialog x|

Edit SQL Conditian

Table Calumn | (idkop_msd)

Condition | = -

Yariable Type |URL Yarisble =

Run-time Yalue Iiu:l_tu:-p

Default Yalue |-1

Cancel Help

|htt|:|:,|',l'wnrk.iakl:.ru:u,l'test,l'imu:,l'd |ﬂ Internet

12. After defining the condition, the query is complete. Click on the save icon in to top left

corner:
Query | Help |
QLeries: =l

|ITIE55E|I_I|E5

13. Close the QuB web interface, by selecting Close from the Query menu.

2} InterAKT Online :: Quer

Query | Help |

Save =,
Save As

Settings |?{
Print 7
mes: 25

This will take you back to the Dreamweaver interface.

14. To display the newly created query, click the Refresh button next to the Query name
drop-down. The SQL code generated by QuB should appear in the SQL text area:
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Marne: W O
Conneckion: IconnBoard j Define. ., | Cancel
Query name; Imessages j Refresh.. | Test

S0L: [SELECT user_ust.name_ust, message_msg.id_msg, message_msq.idtop_msa, j Simple. .

message_msg.date_msg, message_msg.subject_msg,

message_msg.conkent_msg, message_msg.id_init_msg|

FROM (user_usr

LEFT JOIM message_msg OM message_msqg.idust _msg=user_ust.id_usr) j

Advanced..

Help

dUldd

e Query | Edit Query Delete Quary |

2 The generated SQL code For the select QUE query.

15. To complete the recordset creation, click on the OK button. This will close the dialog
box and place the new rsMessage recordset in the Bindings tab of the Application
panel.

Displaying messages

1. Now that you have all required columns in the recordset, move on and add them to the
page. Inside the middle row of the main table, create another table containing three
rows and three columns, as you have done for the home page. Alternatively, you can
use CSS styles to define a different layout for your page.

The message details will be displayed as follows:
= In the first column (which will span downward over the three rows) the author name
will be displayed. Merge the first column's three cells by selecting them and clicking
the Merge cells icon on the Property Inspector:

ii * Properties

1

Farmat |None

Font | Default Fonk

= ,':l el Haorz
r -
$J> 3 vert
LS

-
-

1

= Drag and drop the name_usr field from the Bindings tab in the merged cell.

1% (172) ~

{rsMdessages name ustr}

= The first row's second cell will display the message subject. Type Subject:, then
drag and drop the subject _msg recordset column after it.
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uzsion Board =

=  On the third column of the first row, add the date when the message was posted.
Type Posted on and drag and drop the date_msg field from the Bindings tab next to
it.
=  Merge the second row's last two columns, and drag and drop the content_msg
recordset field inside the merged cell.
=  Finally, merge the third row's last two columns, and type Reply to message. Select
the text, right-click it, then select the Make Link option. As target, select the
repl y_nessage page. Click the Parameters button, to add three URL parameters,
that will be passed to the reply_message page:
i. id_top - gets its value from the idtop_msg field of the rsMessages
recordset, and is used to indicate the topic to which the reply belongs.
ii. id_msg - gets its value from the id_msg field of the rsMessages
recordset, and is used to indicate the message to which the reply is posted.
iii. id_init_msg gets its value from the id_init_msg field of the rsMessages
recordset, and is used to indicate the message that initiated the thread (the
first message of the topic).

+] - S

Mame | Yalue | S
id_top =?php echo $row_rsMessage. ..

id_rn=q <7php echo $row_rsMessage. .,

id_init_msg <7php echo $row_rsMessage, ‘ﬁ

Help

P Bk

2. To improve the appearance of the page, align the link horizontally to the right, by
selecting the text and then choosing Right from the Horz menu in the Property
Inspector:

ﬂ Sizel v”_

H-:urzl vI W I_
g Vert |Default | H I_

At this point, the vi ew_nessages page should look as follows in Dreamweaver Design
View:
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TWelcome to the Discussion Board Eegister

Subject: {rsldessages. subject msg} osted on {rshdessages date_msg)

{rshlessages name usr}

P TTETTTRErrr

Eeply to messag

3. As you can see, all elements that need to be displayed for a message are in place. Now,
you only need to repeat the information for each message retrieved by the recordset.
This is done as in the main page, by using a Repeated region.

Select the table containing the message information (not the page table) and apply the
Repeated Region command from the Application tab of the Insert panel. In the
dialog box that opens, select the rsMessages recordset as source, and set a number of
records to display on page (10 is just fine). This is needed as there can be many
messages inside a single topic, and this allows a better view.

Repeat Region ' x|
Recordset: IrsMessages j

Show: 1+ 10 Records at a Time Cancel |
i~ pllRecords Help |

4. The next step is to create the navigation elements that will allow users to browse
through message pages. Without a navigation bar, visitors of your site will always see
just the first 10 messages of each topic, without any possibility of seeing the rest. Place
your mouse cursor immediately below the repeated region containing the message,
then click the Recordset Navigation Bar command from the Application tab of the
Insert bar:

in | Lavout | Forms | Text | HTML | PHP  application

(o~ Q3 - R & -

= || 122
w2 (Y| 456 7

Ev

Configure it to use the rsMessages recordset (like the Repeated Region). Also set it to
use images as navigation buttons.

Recordset Navigation Bar A x|

Recordset: IrsMessages j

Display Using: € Text Cancel |
' Images
Help |

After you click OK, your page should look like this in Dreamweaver Design View:
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TP

100% (£75) =

2156 (147) =

Eeply to mes ggeE

Now all the elements necessary to display messages associated with a topic are in

place, and the page is fully functional. It even contains links to post a new message, or

to reply to an existing message. Posting and replying are however allowed only for

registered and logged in users. Since the post _nessage and repl y_message pages

contain Restrict Access to Page server behaviors, visitors accessing these pages by
clicking the links in the vi ew_nessage page will be automatically redirected to the login

page, where they will have to authenticate.

Controlling content with conditional regions

1.

Rather than redirecting the visitors, it would be better to show the links only when a
user is logged in. MX Kollection 3 has a conditional region for this task called Show If
User Is Logged In. Select each of these links and apply the server behavior from the
Server Behaviors Tab > + > MX Kollection > Conditional Regions. Configure the
server behavior to use only the username and password for authentication:

Show If User Is Logged In N

Basic | Advanced |

Cancel
Specify restrickion bype

Help

Pl

Reestrict based on: % Username and password

" Username, password and access level

Select levells):

Login Settings |

Specify if the conditional region has an ELSE section

Has ELSE: [

# Display or hide page sections, if the user is logged in or not,
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2. Next, apply the same conditional region (Show If User Is Logged In) on the "Post
message" link and on the "Reply to message" link.

3. The same thing must be done for the "Logout" link. This link should be visible only to
those users who have already authenticated to the site, while the "Register" and "Login
links should be hidden. Obviously, a logged in user does not need to create an account
or login again. In order to obtain this behavior, you'll have to:

Select the "Logout" link and apply the "Show If User Is Logged In" conditional region on
it. This time, check the Has ELSE checkbox. You'll use the ELSE code block to display
the remaining links (Register and Login) when the condition is not fulfilled, i.e. the user
is not logged in. After you apply the conditional region on the "Logout" link, you'll notice
a gray border surrounding it:

$ Shows IF Llser Is Logged In

Logout {else} | Else text: Replace this. Login | Begister

You need to replace the "Else text. Replace this." with the two links that remain outside
the conditional region. Your page should look like this in the end:

Shawy IF Lser I= Lagged In
iLogout {else} | Login | Eegister

When auser that is not logged in views messages inside a topic, each message will
look as follows (it will not display the post and reply links):

Welcome to the Discussion Board | Logn | Regster
John Doe Zubject: The stock market - an opportumty? Posted on: 2005-05-17 00:00:00

A frend recently suggested that the stock market might be a good opportunity. T tend
to agree because the East European economy 15 expected to grow a lot m the next
few years due to the ETT accession and on the average stocks will grow more there
than they will in the TI'S. Eight now, T don't know tmuch about the stock marlkeet
Eastern Europe. There 15 an opportunity and there 15 lots of risk, but a question
remeains. What is the potential of the East European stock market?

For authenticated users, the "Log out", "Post message" and "Reply to message” links
areavailable:
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Welcome to the Discussion Board Logout
Post message
John Doe subject: The stock market - an opportunity? Posted on; 2005-05-17 00:00:00

4 fhend recently suggested that the stock markeet muight be a good opportunity. I tend
to agree because the East European economy 15 expected to grow a lot m the next
few vears due to the ETT accession and on the average stocks will grow more there
than they will i the I3, Eight now, I don't lenow much about the stock market in
Eastern Europe. There 12 an oppottunity and there 1 lots of risk, but a question
remains. What 15 the potential of the East European stock market?

Eeply to messzage

Trimming the page

You have to add an URL parameter to the Post message link, to make pass the topic ID to the
post_message page. You will need the topic ID in that page in order to know under what topic the new
message falls. Name the URL parameter id_top and set its value to the topic ID, which is already
received as an URL parameter in the vi ew_nessages page. To add the parameter, select the "Post
message" text and right-click on it. From the pop-up menu, select the Change Link option, then click
the Parameter button in the dialog box that opens. Enter the new parameter's name (id_top), and in
the value box, enter the code that will retrieve the id_top URL parameter. This code varies depending
on the particular server model you are using:

For PHP_MySQL and PHP_ADODB, write: <?php echo $ GET['id_top']; ?>

For ColdFusion, write: <cf out put >#URL. i d_t op#</ cf out put >

For ASP_VBScript, write: <% = Request. QueryString("id_top") %

+| -] 2i]
Marmne I Walue ‘é Cancel

id_kop «vphp echo $_GET[id_top']; 7

Help

F Bk

This page's functionality is now complete. There are some things left to be done, that only improve
the overall look of the page, such as displaying the current topic name in the page. To accomplish
this, you simply need to create a filtered recordset (rsTopics) , that retrieves all records from the
topic_top table with the same ID as the one passed as an URL parameter.
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Mame: | rsTopickanme

Connection: IcunnDiscussinnEDard = I Define... Cancel

I
PR

Table: It-:upiu:_tu::p j Tesk

Columns: € al % Selecked: Advanced.

QUES..

description_top

Help

Fier: [ETE ~] - =]

ILIRL Parameker j | id_top

Sart: Ir'-.lu:une j |.ﬁ.5cending j

Once the recordset is created, simply drag the title_top recordset field from the Bindings tab and
drop it onto the page. Here is how the page should in the browser:

Welcome to the Discussion Board = Tnwestment Oppothinities

Post message

Jobn Doe mubject: The stock market - an opportunity”

An improvement to the message viewing page is to transform the Welcome to the Discussion Board
text into a link that will point to the site's main page (the home page displaying the list of topics).

Finally, you might want to change the date format for displaying the date when messages were
posted. It's not very user friendly to see dates such as 2005-05-17 00:00:00. You can change the way
dates are displayed from the InterAKT Control Panel > Date formats.

InterAKT Control Panel

Change current: site settings

Date formats
_hange database and screen date and time Formats,

|‘\] Language sekttings
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In the displayed dialog box, select the screen date and time format of your choice:

Date Formats _ x|

Set database date and time Formaks

ok |
Drate Farmnat: I':.f':.f';.f':.-'-mm-dd | Cancel |

Time Format: IHH:mm:ss j Help

Set screen dake and bime Formats

Date Format: Id-m-W

2! Select the screen time farmat,

Time Format:

However, before you can see the changes, there's one extra step you need to do. The selected format

applies only to code generated by MX Kollection. To apply it to the date you grabbed from the
rsMessages recordset, select the {rsMessages.date_msg} dynamic text from your page:

4% (215 r ————————
Fosted on;

date_tsg}
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Then go to the Bindings tab and click the arrow next to the date_msg field:

ii w Application

Databases [Walgalpecm Server Behavi| Components

il;l Document Eype:PHP &)

SOLrce | Binding | Format |

= [Gh  Recordset (rsMessa...
------ <7 id_init_rsg
------ <7 idtop_msg
...... ‘,i}' |d_msg

£ date_msg Selecte, ..
""" ¥ ¢ MNome %
""" % U plphaCase k
...... Z U Thim 5
[+ Recor

Encode - HTML Encode
Encode - LURL Encode
Encode - Raw URL Encode
Encode - URL Decode
Encode - Raw LURL Decode

Inter&kT 3

Edit Farmat List. ..

From the displayed menu, select InterAKT > Format Date:

II CTICOOE = W ORL DELOE

Escape Special Chag

Edit Format List. ..
Farmat For Lisk - —
- JEA| |

Click OK and load the page in the browser to see how it looks.

Since the message viewing page is completed, save and close it. Then move on to the next section,
where you will learn how to create the page that allows users post new messages.
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Post message

In this section of the tutorial, you will learn how to build the page that allows users post a new
message in a certain topic. The page is accessed through the "Post message" link on the

Vi ew_messages page, and passes to the post _nessage page the id_top URL parameter. This
parameter contains the identifier of the topic to which the message will belong.

The value of the topic ID will be stored in the idtop_msg column of the message_msg table.

To allow users to post a message, you need to create an insert form, that takes user input and adds it
to the message_msg database table. To build the page, follow the next steps:

1. Open the post _nessage page in Dreamweaver.

2. The layout is already created, containing the table with header and footer. You should first
add the topic title to the table header, as shown in the previous topic in one of the last
paragraphs.

3. Next, click in the table's middle row. This is where you will place the actual form that takes
user input and adds the message to the database. Launch Insert Record Form Wizard,
from the MX Kollection tab of the Insert bar. The wizard will generate the form and the
insert transaction for you. Configure it as described next.

4. 1In the first step, select the database connection you've created at the beginning of this
tutorial (connBoard), the table to insert into (message_msg). After posting the message,
users should be redirected to the view_messages page, and the ID of the topic should be
passed to it as an URL parameter. Otherwise, the page will be blank. To add the URL
parameter to the page, without actually writing the code yourself, you will use the InterAKT
Dynamic Data. After you select the view_messages page in the text field labeled "After
inserting, go to". Next, type the following text after the page name:

?id_top=
Finally, click the blue lightning bolt icon:

Specify redirect page

after inserting, go to: |view_messages.php Browse. .. |%

The InterAKT Dynamic Data window opens, where you need select the type of variable, and
enter its name as shown below:
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InkterAKT Dynamic Data i

Basic I

Cancel
Get dvnamic values Ffrom the source indicated below

Help

dd

Get values from: ILIRL Parameter j

Wariable: I j

The corresponding mark-up code

Mark-up code: |{GET.id_tn|:u}-

2! Enter the variable name,

Click OK to return to the first step of the Insert Record Form Wizard, which should look
like in the following image:

Insert Record Form Wizard |

Specify database information

Conneckion: IconnDiscussionBoard j Defire. .. |

Insert inko kable: Imessage_msg j

Prirnaty key colurmn: Iid_msg j v Mumeric

Specify redirect page

After inserting, go to: |view_messages.php?id_tnp=~{GET.id_to|:-} Browse. .. |ﬂ

'nte EIE 2! Specify the page where to go after inzerting a record,

= Back | Mexh, = | Finish Cancel Help
1

5. In the second step, you have to configure what table columns to use, and what values to
assign to each:
¢ Remove the idmsg_msg and id_init_msg from the field list. These fields are not needed
at this time. The idmsg_msg is only needed when replying (which is not currently the case),
and the id_init_msg field will receive its value after the transaction.
o Set the idtop_msg field to be displayed as Text, and set its Default Value to be equal to
the URL parameter named id_top. To do that, click the InterAKT Dynamic Data icon, then in
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the dialog box that opens, in the Get values from drop-down menu choose the URL
Parameter option and enter id_top in the Variable field.

e The idusr_msg field must be set as Text, with the default value equal to the session
variable kt_login_.id. Click the blue lightning bolt icon to access the InterAKT Dynamic
Data window and select the session variable kt_login_id, as seen in the image below:

InterAKT Dynamic Data x|
Easic I Q

Pl

Cancel
Get dvnamic values Ffrom the source indicated below
Help
Get values from: ISessiun ‘ariable j
‘Wariable: j

The corresponding mark-up code

Mark-up code: |{SESSION.kJ:_Ingin_id}

2 Select the source of the dynarmic value,

e The date should also get a value automatically, in order to store the date and time when
the message was posted. Set the field to display as text also, and for the default value, use
the {NOW_DT} mark-up code. This InterAKT Mark-up will be replaced at runtime with the
current date and time.

Note: If you are using a Microsoft Access database, in the Submit as drop-down menu,
for the date_msg column, another option will be available: Date MS Access. Select this
option when submitting the date.

o The message Subject will remain a text-field, but the Content should be set as a text
area.

e The subscribe column is stored as a 1 or 0 value. Therefore, you should display it as a
checkbox and submit it as a Checkbox: 1,0. Step 2 of the wizard should be configured as in
the following image:
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Insert Record Form Wizard x|
nfigure the
Set Form fields properties
Farrm Fields: _"_'J:_j :Lj_"_]
Colurn |Label |Display as | subrrit a5 [
idtop_msg Idtop: Text Mumeric
idusr_msg Idusr: Text Kumeric
date_msg Date: Text Dake
subject_msg Subject: Texk Field Texk
content_msg Conkent: Text area Text
subscribe_msg Subscribe: Check box Checkbo: 1,0
Label: |Subscribe:
Display as: ICheck bio j
Subrmit as: ICheckbox: 1,0 j
Initial skate: T Checked
' Unchecked
2} Build dynaniic Forms to inzert records in your database tablas,
< Back, Mext = Finish Cancel Help

Move to the next step, by pressing the Next button.

The third step requires that you have MX Form Validation installed (if you do not have the

MX Kollection bundle or the ImpAKT bundle). Otherwise, step 3 will not appear at all. This
is where you can define validation rules for any of the fields involved in the transaction. It is
a good idea to make the Content field required. Otherwise, users might be able to post

empty messages:

Insert Record Form Wizard

Specify the validation rules For each Form Field

x|

Forri Fields:

subscribe_msg
Required: [V

Yalidation format; Iﬁ[‘r@/alidation j
Min char: I— Max char: I_

Checkbox: 1,0

Check below if you wank to overwrite the default ervor message

Mo

Columr | Submit as |Required  |Format
idtop_msg Mumeric Mo Mo Yalidation
idusr_msqg Numeric Mo Mo Yalidation
date_msg Date Mo Mo Yalidation
subject_msg Texk Mo

Mo Validation
Lion

A

Custarn message: [

Error message; |P|ease enter a valid value,

< Back.

ezt =

Firish

2 The list of fields associated with the Insert Record transaction, and the associated validation options,

Cancel

Help
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7. To apply the actions and dismiss the wizard window, click the Finish button.

8. In Dreamweaver, the HTML form will be displayed in the table's second row, and the
necessary server behaviors will be added to the Server Behaviors tab. If you need to edit
any of them (the Insert transaction, or the Validation options), simply double-click their
names in the tab and the dialog box will open.

9. Since the idtop_msg, idusr_msg, and date_msg should not appear in the HTML form,
select these three fields in the Dreamweaver page and press the Delete key. They are not
removed from the Insert Transaction, but only from the HTML form. The idea is to have
their values set automatically by the transaction, but not to make them visible to users.

{rsTopics.title topy

............................................................................................................

-!"T‘H‘C‘ﬂ‘lﬁ":? SR 't i g gl ol e nr T ) 1

] Icitop: ftent )
Idusr: ftextt
Date: ftent
Subject: | {text} §Hirt} {Errar}
P {te }{t} \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ ;| \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Subscribe:; [ {Error}

B N R

At this point you can already add new messages to the board, in any topic that you want. However,
the reply does not work properly at this point. This happens because the first message in the thread
must pass its ID to all of the reply messages in the same thread. This ID is stored in the id_init_msg
column of each message. For new messages (i.e., messages that are not replies to existing ones), the
ID of the initial message must be identical to the value of the primary key.

The id_init_msg field was initially removed from the insert transaction, when you applied the Insert
Record Form Wizard. It must have the same value as the ID of the newly inserted message. However,
the primary key of the new message is not available until the message has been actually inserted.
Therefore, you will have to create a custom trigger that retrieves the ID of the message that has just
been inserted, then updates the message by adding the same value for the id_init_msg field.

To create the Custom trigger that will update the value of the id_init_msg with the value of the
primary key, follow the next steps:

1. Access the Custom Trigger server behavior from the Server Behaviors tab > +> MX
Kollection > Forms.

2. In the dialog box that opens, you have two tabs to configure:
e The Basic tab - where you will write the trigger code.
e The Advanced tab, where you will set the trigger properties (type, priority, etc)

3. In the Basic tab, enter the following code (select the one that matches your particular
server model):
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e For PHP_MySQL:

$pkval = $t NG >get Col umVal ue('id_nsg');

$query_update_initnsgi d = "UPDATE nmessage_nsg SET id_init_nsg =
" $pkval ." WHERE id_nsg = ". $pkval ;

$resul t _update = nysql _query($query_update_i nitnsgid);

e For PHP_ADODB:

$pkval = $t NG >get Col umVal ue('id_nsg');

$query_update_i nit megi d = " UPDATE nmessage_nsg SET id_init_nsg =

", $pkval ." WHERE id_nsg = ". $pkval ;

$resul t _update = $t NG >connect i on- >execut e($query_updat e_i ni t nsgi d) ;

e For ASP VBScript

pkval = t NG get Col utmVal ue("i d_nsg")

query_update_i nitnmsgi d = "UPDATE nessage_nsg SET id_init_msg =
"&pkval & WHERE id_msg = " & pkval

Set result_update = t NG connecti on. Execut e(query_updat e_i ni t nsgi d)

e For ColdFusion, the approach is a little different. Besides adding code in the Custom
Trigger user interface, you will need to modify some of the code already generated so
far, because of some technical limitations concerning ColdFusion.

The code to add in the Custom Trigger textarea is:

var pkval ="";

var query_update_ initmsgid = "";

var result_update = "";

pkval = t NG get Col umVal ue('id_nsg');

query_update_initnsgid = "UPDATE nessage nsg SET id _init _nmsg = " &
pkval & " WHERE id_nsg = " & pkval;

Request . Updat eMessage(query_updat e_i ni t nsgi d, t NG connecti on);
return Request. KT_Nul | ;

e This code declares two variables:
pkval , which stores the intermediate ID of the last inserted record;
query_updat e_i ni t msgi d, which stores the SQL query.

The query execution is performed by calling another function, which you will need to
create later, at step 7.

4. The configured user interface should look similar to the image below (the screen shot
was taken for the PHP_MySQL server model):
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Custom Trigger

Biasic | Advanced I K

Cancel
Enter custom trigger code

Pl

Help
function TriggerMame (&$tNG) {

$pkval = $tMG- =getColumnyaluelid_msg'); u
fouery_update_initmsgid = "UPDATE message_msg SET id_init_msg = ", $pkyval." WHE
$result_update = mysgl_guery $query_update_initmsgid);

24 Enter the custom trigger code, Use standard code and M Kollection 2 functions.

5. In the Advanced tab, you have to fill in the following options:
=  The trigger name: leave it to its default value.

=  The trigger type: Must be an AFTER trigger, as it will get executed after the insert
transaction. This way, the value of the primary key will be available.

= The trigger priority: if you haven't added other triggers, you can leave it at its
default value (50).

The Advanced tab should look like in the image below:
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Custom Trigger [

Easic I

Enker trigger name

Help

x|
—5
[

Trigger narne: | Trigger _Cuskarn (Unique per page)

Reqister trigger ko transactionis)

e |

Transactions! | Transackion |Priotity | Tvpe
ins_message_msg 50 AFTER
Pricrity: |50
Type: [4FTER |

Condition: | Build condition |

2 Define custom actions by writing wour own triggers,

6. When you're done configuring the Custom Trigger, click the OK button to close the
dialog box and return to Dreamweaver. You can edit the code at any time, by double-
clicking the Custom Trigger server behavior.

7. For Cold
Trigger:

Fusion, you need to perform some additional steps after applying the Custom

Switch to code view in Dreamweaver.

In the Server Behaviors Tab of the Application panel, click the Custom Trigger
you've just created. This will select the code corresponding to the trigger in
Dreamweaver code view.

Before the opening <cfscript> tag that belongs to the trigger, you must add the
following code:

<cffuncti on nanme="Updat eMessage" >

<cfargunment name="sql" type="string" required="true">
<cfargunment nanme="connection" type="string" required="true">
<cf query dat asource="#connecti on#">
#PreserveSi ngl eQuot es(sql ) #

</ cf query>

</ cffunction>

<cfset request. Updat eMessage = Updat eMessage>

This code block declares the UpdateMessage function that is used by the Custom
Trigger for executing the update SQL query.

With this last action, the post_message page is complete, and you can start using it to post messages

on the discussion
You can save and

board. All needed columns will be correctly filled in by the transaction.
upload the page on the server. To view it however, you will need to go to the login

page, and authenticate to the site. Then, browse to the topic of interest, and click the Post message
link. As an additional improvement, you can change the label of the submit button to "Post", and

replace "Content"
your page should

with "Message", by going back to Dreamweaver and editing the page. Here is how
look:
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Inwestment Opportunities

Subject:

Message: *

Subscribe:

INew car factony in Singapore

I'wve just heard they're opening a new car factory ;I
in Jingapore. Do you happen to Enow more about
this?

[
3

M

Once you're done with the Post Message page, you can move on to the last section: building the reply
to message page.

http://www.interaktonline.com/

-34 -



InterAKT Online Discussion Board Tutorial

Reply to users

In this section of the tutorial you will build the page where users can reply to messages. The page will
contain an insert form, but one which must also insert into the nessage_nsg table details regarding
about the parent message (i.e., the message being replied to) and also the original message (i.e., the
message that started the thread).

The page used for replying to messages is called r epl y_nessage. It can be accessed by users from
the vi ew_nmessage page, by clicking the Reply to message link. As you remember from a previous
topic, the link also passes three URL parameters:

id_top - the ID of the topic to which the message belongs.
id_msg - the ID of the message that is being replied to. This will be stored as the parent ID.

id_init_msg - the ID of the message that started the thread. All the other messages in the
same thread have an foreign key pointing to the initial message.

This page must also meet the following requirements (common for replies):
The parent message ID must be the one passed through the URL parameter.

Both messages must belong to the same topic (the idtop_msg for the new message will be
the one retrieved from the URL parameter)

The reply message subject entry field must have as default value "Re: [old subject]". This
way, replies are easily identified.

With these goals and requirements in mind, you will build the page following these steps:

1. Opentherepl y_nessage page in Dreamweaver.

2. The same page layout as for the previous pages is already created (if you used the
files in the ZIP package delivered with this tutorial). The insert form will be placed in
the main table's middle row (the one without a background color).

3. Before creating the form, you must create a filtered recordset, that will retrieve the
original message ID, based on the message ID passed as an URL parameter. To
create the recordset, click the Plus (+) button of the Bindings Tab > Recordset
(Query). Set the database connection to connBoard, and the table to retrieve data
from message_msg. To filter the records, select in the filter drop-down menu the
table's primary key (id_msg) and set as condition equality with the id_msg URL
parameter, as seen below:
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X

Mame: | rsizldMessage

Conneckion; Il:l:unnBDard "’I DeFine...l Cancel

Table: Imessage_msg j Tesk

Columns: & al 7 Selected: Advanced.,

id_msg
idtop_msg
idm=g_msg
id_init_m=sq

-
idsr_isg ol |
=
2

QUES..

e

Help

Filker: Iid_msg j |=

ILIRL Parameter j | id_msg

Sark: INnne j I.ﬂ.scending

4. Click the OK button to create the recordset.

5. Drag the subject_msg field from the rsOldMessage recordset in the Bindings tab
and drop it into the table's first row, after the Reply to message: text.

reply_message.php*
|| ¢code | <3 spiit | 5] Desion | (4 Tite: [ Untitled Doc

P S S

Reply to message: (rsOldMessage. subject_msg]} |

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

6. Now place the cursor in the middle row and start the Insert Record Form Wizard.
You can access it from the MX Kollection tab of the Insert bar. If you used the
same wizard in the previous topic, most of the interface fields should already be
filled in, due to user interface persistence.

7. The first step is already filled in: the connection, table name, primary key and
redirect page are preserved from the last time you applied the wizard in the
post _nmessage page. The first step should look like this.

8. On the second step, each field still has its default value and field type configured as
in the Post Message page. The following fields are already set up: idtop_msg,
idusr_msg, date_msg, subject_msg, content_msg, subscribe_msg.

Ll Select the subject_msg field, and edit its default value. Click the
InterAKT Dynamic Data icon (the blue lightning bolt) to select the
subject_msg column from the r sO dMessage recordset.
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InterAKT Dynamic Data ﬂ
Easic | 04
Cancel |
Get dynamic values From the source indicated below
Help |
Get values From: IRecordset Field j
Recordset: IrsOIdMessage j

Field: |E=Ea =]

The corresponding mark-up code

Mark-up code: |{rsOIdMessage.subject_msg}-

% Enter the recordset name.

Once the dynamic value is added to the Default Value text field, simply
enter the "Re:" string before the automatically generated mark-up code.

Subrmit as: |Text ]

Default value: |Re: [rsOldMessage.subject_msgl #

*  You need to add two more fields, if they are not displayed in the grid:
idmsg_msg and id_init_msg. To add them, press the Plus (+) button on
top of the grid and select the fields from the list.

Colurn 4 colurmnis): -
idkop_ms id msg —I

idusr_ms idrmsg_msg Cancel
date_ms s BsT4yE)
subject_
contenk_
subscribe

I:Im
i [Re: {rsC

=  Configure them as follows:

e idmsg_msg - Displayed as Text, Default value: id_msg from the
rsOldMessage recordset. Click the InterAKT Dynamic Data icon (the blue
lightning bolt) to select its value from the recordset, without writing any
code.

e id_init_msg - Displayed as Text, Default value: id_init_msg from the
rsOldMessage recordset. Click the InterAKT Dynamic Data icon (the
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lightning bolt) to select its value.

= Here is how step 2 of the Insert Record Form Wizard should look like, after
configuration:

Insert Record Form Wizard

Sek Form fields properties

Form fields: ;"J:_j :.j ..'_j

Column |Label | Display as | Submit as | A
date_msg Date: Text Date
subject_msg Subject: Texk field Text
contenk_msg Conkent: Text area Text
subscribe_msg Subscribe: Check box Checkbox: 1,0
idmsg_msg Idmsg: Text Mumeric
id_init_msg Id_init: Text Mumeric -
Label: |1d_init:
Display as: IText j
Subrmit as: INumeric j
Defaulk value: |{rsOldMessage.id_init_msg} #l

2 Enter the default walue for the current form feld,

< Back Mext = Finish Cancel Help

Click Next to proceed to step 3.

9. In step 3 of the Insert Record Form Wizard, apply validation rules on the transaction
fields. Make all fields required, except the Subscribe check-box. Also, all the foreign
keys (idtop_msg, idusr_msg, idmsg_msg, id_init_msg) must be positive
integers. Finally, the date field should have the Datetime format. Here is how step
3 should be configured:
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10.
11.

Insert Record Form Wizard h

Greater than: I Less than: I

Check below if you wank to overwrite the default ervor message

x|
r
Specify the validation rules For each form Field

Farm Fields: |column | Submit as |Required  |Format -
idtop_msg Murneric Yes Positive Integer
idusr_msg Murneric Yes Positive Integer
date_msg Dake Yes Daketime
idmisg_msg Murneric Yes Paositive Integer —
id_init_nnsg Murneric Yes Positive Integer
subject_msg Texk Yes Mo Yalidation LI

Required: v
‘alidation Format: IPDsitive Inteqer j

Custom rmessage: [

Error message: |

2 Build dynamic farms to inzert records in wour databaze tables,

< Back [ext = | Fi$ish | Cancel

Help

Once all fields are correctly set up, press the Finish button to close the wizard.

The wizard will generate the form in the row where you placed the cursor, and all
the server behaviors in the Server Behaviors tab. You can change the Insert

Transaction's behavior and fields at a later time (if needed) by double-clicking the
server behavior with the same name.
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......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

rﬁit‘ﬁ1ﬁ1? APESE e f S TR 1

Icdtop: et
Idusr: et}
Date: tent
Subject: | {text} {Hirit {Errar}

Content: [ [text =]

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Subscribe:{ [ {Error}
ldmsg: ftent
ld_init: e}

Ry R

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

12. Since the idtop_msg, idusr_msg, date_msg, idmsg_msg, and id_init_msg
should not appear in the form, select these fields in the Dreamweaver page and hit
the Delete key. They are not removed from the Insert Transaction, but only from
the HTML form.

The reply to message page is completed, and you can save and upload it to the server now. It cannot
be accessed directly, because of the Restrict Access to Page server behavior applied to it. Instead,
access the home page, enter your login information, and then post a reply to an existing message.

Eeply to message: Adobe purchases Dreamweaver

Subject: IHe:.-'l'-.dn:nI:ne purchazes Dreamwesyver

Content: ﬂ

Subscribe:| [

Inzert Record I
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After you complete the r epl y_nessage page, the basic structure of the Discussion Board is finished.
Users can view discussion topics, the messages under each topic, they can register an account with
the Board, and authenticate using their login information, and then post new messages or reply to
existing messages.

In the next section of the tutorial, you will improve the existing Discussion Board by allowing users
subscribe to certain message threads, and receive e-mail notifications when a reply has been posted
to one of their messages.
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Send reply notification

In this final topic of the Discussion Board tutorial, you will enhance the basic application by allowing
users to receive an e-mail if a reply has been posted to one of the threads they subscribed to. Each
user that checked the Subscribe checkbox when posting a message or a reply should receive an e-
mail message when another reply is posted.

In this section, you will modify the r epl y_message page, so that it also sends an e-mail message to
all users that have subscribed to the thread. Subscribing to a thread is done when the checkbox in the
post or reply message page is checked. When a user checks the Subscribe checkbox, the value of the
subscribe_msg column from the nessage_nsg table is set to 1.

The e-mail notification will be implemented using the Send E-mail To Recipients From Recordset
server behavior. To create the recordset that retrieves all subscribed users, you will use MX Query
Builder.

To implement this functionality, follow the next steps:

1. Opentherepl y_nmessage page in Dreamweaver. This is where the send e-mail server
behavior will be added. As explained when creating this page, the page receives as URL
parameters the topic ID, the parent message ID, and the initial message ID. Based on the
parent message ID, a recordset was created (rsOldMessage) retrieving all message details.

2. The recordset that will contain the e-mail addresses of all subscribed users will have to
retrieve its data from two tables: message _msg and user _usr. To create this recordset, you
also need to define these conditions:

o The subscribe_msg column must be equal to 1, to prevent sending notifications to people
who are not interested in receiving them.

e The id_init_msg column must be equal to the id_init_msg URL parameter, to make sure
only replies from the current thread are taken into account.

e The id_usr column must be different from the kt_Jlogin_id session variable that stores the
current user ID. Otherwise, the user will also receive a notification when he replies to one of
the messages in the thread.

3. To create the recordset in a simple, visual environment, you will use the MX Query Builder
again. Create a simple recordset called rsMailingList and start the MX Query Builder as you
did in the view messages page:

#QuB visual Recordset

Mame:; IrsMaiIingList o

QUEry Narme: |Nnne Test
0L Mew Query Mamne: _'J Simple. .
| rsMailingList Advanced..

dUldd

ITILE Cancel | lI Help

Mew Cuery I Edit: Guiersy: I [elete Guery I

2 Select the QUB query,

4. Once the MX Query Builder web interface opens, add the message msg and user usr
tables to the query, by selecting them from the Tables panel.
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Tables: =
¥ message_msg
[ topic_top

v user_ﬁr

5. In the Database Diagram drag the idusr_msg column from the message_msg table and
drop it onto the id_usr column from the user_usr table. This will link the two tables using a

LEFT JOIN.
message_msg user_usr
[ W *
@ id_msg int (11 B0 id_usr ink {117
[ idtop_msg int {117 [ name_usr varchar (100)
[ idmsg_msg ink (113 [ email_usr warchar (150)
[ id_init_msg ink {117 [ password_ust  varchar (1007
M idusr_msg ink (11} [ ackive_ust kirveink (23
[ date_msg datetime [ randombey_use  warchar (1003
[ subject_msg  warchar (100)
[ conkent_msg  varchar
[ subscribe_msg  tinvink (4)

6. In the Database Diagram, check the table columns you need for your recordset: id_usr,
email_usr, name_usr, id_init_msg and subscribe_msg.

= T =T BT
W name_usr warchar (1000
¥ email_usr varchar {150)

password_usr  warchar (1000

L e

7. From the Query Management Panel, define a condition for the subscribe_msg column, by
clicking the corresponding button next to the Condition text field.

— | = ==

=l @Ezin_e

The column should be equal to 1, so you should configure it as in the image below:
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; QuB : Edit SQL Condition -- Web Page Dial:-':"..

Edit SQL Condition

Table Column | rsubscribe_msg)

Condition | = -

Yariable Type |Entereu:| Yalue ;I

Fun-tirne Value |1

Default Yalue |1

K I Cancel Help

|http:,l',l'w-:urk.iakt.ru:u,l'test,l'imu:,l'd |ﬂ Internet

Next define a condition for the id_init_msg column: it should be equal to the id_init_msg

8.
URL parameter:
‘2 QuB = Edit SQL Condition -- Web Page Dialog x|
Edit 0L Condition
Table Calumn I (id_init_rmsg)
Condition | = -
Yariable Type |URL Yarisble =]
Run-time Yalue |i|:|_init_msg
Default Walue |-1
K I Cancel Help
|http:,|',|'w-:urk.iakl:.ru:u,l'test,l'imu:,l'd |ﬂ Internet
9. Finally, define a condition for the id_usr column: it should be different from the kt_login_id

session variable:
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; QuB : Edit 5L Condition -- Web Pat

Edit 0L Condikion

Table Column I fid_usr)

-

Condition

Yariable Type |Session Yariable = |

Run-time Yalue IkJ:_Il:ugin_id

Defaulk Yalue |-1

Help

Ik [ I Cancel

10. Once all the columns are selected, and the conditions are set, the QuB3 user interface should

look like in the following image:

message_msg (LEET_UET
[ [
91 id_msg int (113 %M id_usr ink {11}
™ idtop_msg int (11) W name_usr warchar {1000
[ idmsg_msg int (11) W email_usr watchar (1500
¥ id_init:msg int (113 [T password_ust  wvarchar {1000
A T idusr_msg int (113 [T active_usr timint {2)
[ date_msg datetime [ randomkey ust varchar {100)
[ subject_msg  warchar {1000
[ content_msg  wvarchar
W subscribe_msg  kimint (4)
Columns
Column Name Alias Sort  |Output | Grouping Condition
user_usr.email_usr I I ;I v I ;I I |_| w | Del
user_ust.name_usr | | =l = | | | |_| ¥ (Dl
message_msg.id_init_msg | | ;l v | ;l |=$_GET["id_init_msg"] |_| v~ |Del
message_msg.subscribe_msg I I ;I = I ;I |='I |_| w ™ (Del
user_usr id_usr | | Bl =] |[=s_SESSIONL Kt _login_id"] [..]|v ~|el

[ Select DISTINGT

11. Save the query by clicking the Save button from the Query List panel. You can now close
the MX Query Builder web interface. Back in Dreamweaver, press the Refresh button to

display the new query in the SQL text area.
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12.

13.

QuE ¥Yisual Recordset

Mane: IrsMaiIingList o
Cannection: IconnDiscussionBoard j Cefine. .. | Cancel
Cluery name: IrsMaiIingList j Refrash., | Test

7 Select the QUE query,

PRk,

SQL: | SELECT user_usr.email_usr, user_usr.name_ust, message_msg.id_init_msa, - Simple. .
message_msg.subscribe_msg, user_usr.id_usr
FROM (message_msg #dwvanced.
LEFT JOIM user_usk OM user_usr.id_usr=message_msg.idusr_msg)
WHERE message_msg.id_init_msg=".$_5ET["id_init_msg"]." LI Help

Mew Query | Edit Query I Delete Query |

Click OK to generate the code for the recordset.

Next apply the Send E-mail To Recipients From Recordset server behavior. You can
access it from the Server Behaviors tab > + > Mx Kollection > Send E-mail.

Configure the user interface as follows:

In the Recordset drop-down menu select the rsMailingList recordset created at
steps 2-11.

In the E-mail to field menu, select the email_usr field.

In the From field, enter an e-mail address, or leave it at its default value (this value
can be changed from InterAKT Control Panel > Define e-mail server settings)

In the Subject field, enter the text "Reply posted", then add the dynamic value for
the subject of the message, by using the InterAKT Dynamic Data button. The
dynamic value will be retrieved from the transaction field {subject_msg}, as seen
here:

InterAKT Dynamic Data

Easic |

et dynamic values From the source indicated below

Get walues from: | Transackion Field j

Transackion field:

Select to write the body of the e-mail, then write a message in the Content text
area. The message can be personalized by including the user name from the
rsMailingList recordset, using the InterAKT Dynamic Data.
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InterAKT Dynamic Data

Basic |

et dynamic values from the source indicated below

Get walues from: IRecnrdset Field j

Recordsek: IrsMaiIingList j

The corresponding mark-up code

Mark-up code: |{rsMaiIingList.name_usr}

The corresponding mark-up code will be inserted in the Content text area:

Body: I'u'u'rite conkent j

Conkent: |Dear {rsMailinglist.namme_usr),

| I

e Type the following text after the introductory line:

"A reply has been posted to one of your messages on the Discussion Board. To read
the message click"

Also, add a link to allow the user to view the corresponding message thread:
<a href = view_nessages. php?i d_t op={i dt op_nsg} >her e</ a>
To add dynamic data to the link, use the InterAKT Dynamic Data.

e Here is how the configured server behavior should look like:
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Send E-mail to Recipients From Recordsek

X
O
Cancel |
Seleck the recipients recordset

Help

Ciptions | Advanced |

Recordset: IrsMaiIingList

Lef Lo

E-mail o Field: Iemail_usr

Define general message setkings

From: |{KT_deFauItSender} ﬂ
Subject: |Reply posted: {subject_msgh ﬂ
Body: IWrite content j
Content: |Dear {rsMailinglisk.name_usrk, ;I

4 reply has been posted to one of wour ressages on L
the message dlick <a href = view_messages, php?id_to|

4 g

& Send e-mail messages to multiple recipients from your database,
* Registered to: ins_message_msg

14. Save the page and upload it to the server. When an user will post a reply to a message
you're subscribed to, you will receive an e-mail message using the format above.

From: admin@discussionboard, com
Date: Wednesday, June 22, 2005 4:54 PM
To: mzaharia@inkteraktonling, com

Subject: Reply posted: Re: The stock market - an opportunity?

Dear Jane, A reply has been posted to one
of your meszages on the Discussion Board.
To read the message click here.

If you click on the link, it will open the vi ew_nessage page, with the correct topic selected.

You have now completed the Discussion Board tutorial. Feel free to improve it in any way you like,
using any of the MX Kollection server behaviors or by writing your own code.

http://www.interaktonline.com/ -48 -



InterAKT Online Discussion Board Tutorial

Other Resources

Other Dreamweaver Extensions from InterAKT

[ KTML

[ MX Kart

. MX Site Search

U MX RSS Reader-Writer

° MX Dynamic Table Sorter
. MX Coder Pack

° MX Dynamic Charts

. MX CSS Dynamic Menus
Contact Us

U Address:

1-11 Economu Cezarescu ST, AYASH Center, 1st floor
Sector 6, ZIP 060754, Bucharest, Romania

. Web: http://www.interaktonline.com/

o E-mail: contact@interaktonline.com

. Phone: +4031 401.68.19 or +4021 312.51.91
. Fax: +4021 312.53.12
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