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InterAKT Online Classified Ads Tutorial

Introduction

In this tutorial, you will create a web application which will allow the posting and the viewing of
classified ads. Ads can be browsed by category, with the help of a tree menu, and only registered
users will be able to post ads. Users of your web application will also be able to search ads that match
specific criteria.

Pre-requisites:

In order to complete this tutorial, you need to have Macromedia Dreamweaver and the MX
Kollection 3 bundle installed. Alternatively, if you do not have the whole bundle, you will need the
following separate products:

= ImpAKT - for all of the basic database operations.
= MX Send E-mail - to be able to send e-mail messages from the site.
= MX User Login - to implement the user authentication.
. MX Includes - to display content from different pages in the same file.
=  MX Query Builder
The final part of the tutorial also requires these additional free extensions from InterAKT Online:
. MX Breadcrumbs - to create a navigation trail, on top of your pages.
L] MX Tree Menu - to create the category listing as a tree menu.
You can download the two free extensions by visiting our website.

The estimated completion time for this tutorial is about 60 minutes. It depends on your web authoring
knowledge with Macromedia Dreamweaver (MX or MX 2004) and MX Kollection 3.

It is recommended that you follow this tutorial in the intended order to avoid potential problems.
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Plan the Classified Ads Site

This first section of this tutorial helps you create all the files and database tables needed for the
application.

Before you start building this application, make sure you have a correctly configured Dreamweaver
site, and a working database connection. For more instructions regarding these actions, consult the
Getting started help file, which can be found in Help -> InterAKT -> Getting Started.

In the tutorial, you will have to create several files in your site root folder. You can create them at the
very beginning, so that you will not waste time with this operation again. To create files and folders in
the site's root, use the corresponding options in the File menu of the Files tab.

All files created in this tutorial can also be found inside the downloaded package and you can use
them to compare your work with what has been already done. The file structure will look as in the
example below, and you can create it easily by unpacking the zi p file corresponding to your server
model from \t ut ori al s\ O assi fi ed Ads\ in your site root:

S ) Site - [(TUTORIALClassifie. .
----- @ detail_ad.cfm

----- @ index.cfm

----- | lisk_ads.cfm

----- @ login.cfm

----- @ menu.cfm

----- & post_ad.cfm

----- & register.cfm

----- @ resulks.cfm

----- @ search.cfm

----- | subscription,cfm

----- | view_subscripkion,cfm

After having created the files for your pages, it is time to set up the database that will hold the
information for the application. For this tutorial you will use 6 tables containing data about the ads
and users. These tables are:

1. ads_ads - to store the classified ads.
= id_ads - the primary key for the ads table. No two ads can have the same ID.

= idusr_ads - foreign key to the users table, so you'll know which message belongs
to which user. Login and access restrictions are stored there.

= idtyp_ads - a foreign key to the type table. Each classified ad must have an
associated type (For-sale, Wanted etc.)

= idcat_ads - a foreign key to the category table. Stores the category where the
classified ad goes in (Cars, Books etc).

= title_ads - stores the ad subject.
= content_ads - stores the actual contents of the classified ad.

= idloc_ads - foreign key to the table that stores the location of the seller or buyer
(Denver, Omaha etc.).

= date_ads - stores the date when the ad was posted.
2. user _usr - stores information about the site users.
* id_usr - the primary key for the users table. No two users can have the same ID.

= username_usr - the name used by the user to authenticate to the website.
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=  password_usr - the user's password.

Note: In the database created for this tutorial, the passwords are encrypted so to
offer the application a higher level of security.

= active_usr - a boolean flag (1/0) showing if the user account has been activated or
not.

= level_usr - a boolean flag (1/0) which stores the level of access the user is allowed.
Level 1 corresponds to administrators and level 0 to common users.

* randomkey_usr - stores a random alpha-numeric key generated for secure account
activation.

= email_usr - the user's email address.
= name_usr - the user's real name.
= regdate_usr - the date when the user registered to the classified ads site.
3. type_typ - stores the ad types: For sale, Wanted, Exchange, or Don't care.
= id_typ - the primary key for the type table. No two types can have the same ID.
= name_typ - stores the actual type of the message.
4. category_cat - stores the ad categories.

= id_cat - the primary key for the category table. No two categories can have the
same ID.

= idcat_cat - a self-foreign key to the parent category, if any. For example, for the
mobile accessories category, this field would contain the id of the Mobile category
(the parent). For main categories, that is categories which do not fall under another
parent category, the idcat_cat field value is 0. You can find more details on how
self-foreign keys here.

* name_cat - the category name (Automotive, Electronics etc.).
5. location_| oc - table that stores the location where the ad is available.

= id_loc - the primary key for the location table. No two locations can have the same
ID.

= name_loc - the location name (Chicago, Paris etc.).

6. subscription_sub - stores subscription data for the users. Users can subscribe to
received new classified ads for their categories of interest.

* id_sub - the primary key for the subscription table.

= idusr_sub - a foreign key to the users table. Keeps track of which user has a
subscription.

= idtyp_sub - foreign key to the type table, indicating the type of ads the user wants
to receive.

= idcat_sub - foreign key to the categories table, indicating the category the user
subscribed to.

= idloc_sub - foreign key to the locations table, indicating the locations where the
users is interested in receiving ads from.

Below is a layout of the tables using InterAKT's visual query editor, MX Query Builder:
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type_typ
¥ =
R id_typ tinyint = ads_ads
r name_typ  wvarchar v =
T I id_ads int
location_loc r idusr_ads int
v = — I idtyp_ads int
@ id_oc int [T ideat_ads finyint
" name_loc  warchar [t =ds warchar
r content_ads  text
[T idloc_=ds int
category_cat I date_zds date
¥ =
7 id cat P
[ idest ezt int
r name_cat  varchar subscribe_sub
v =
USEer_usr 47 II: id_sub int
v = l— idusr_sub int
7 I_ id_usr int - [ dtyp_sub  int
[T username_usr varchar r deat_sub - tinyint
I password_usr warchar r idloc_sub  int
I_ active_usr tinyint
I level_usr tinyint
- randomkey_usr  warchar
I_ email_usr varchar
[T name_usr varchar
[ regdate_usr dats

Note: The database diagram in the image above was built with MX Query Builder (also referred as
QuB) to better illustrate the database structure. You do not need to build it in order to complete this
tutorial.

You can find the scripts needed to create an identical table structure inside the downloaded package,
inthe\tutorial s\Classified Ads\db\ folder, as an sql or ndb file, depending on the database
server you intend to use. Import them in your database server management software (e.g.
PHPMyAdmin, Microsoft Access etc).

The scripts already contain data so that you can easily view the results. In order to access all parts of
the application, you can use the default user accounts contained in the sqgl scripts. The accounts for
the classified ads application are:

. username: john; password: root.
. username: jane; password: root.

These user accounts will be used for authenticating to the web application, to allow you view and post
ads. In the database, the passwords are encrypted, as mentioned above.

Before proceeding with the tutorial, open the main i ndex page and create a new connection named
connAds and configure it to connect to your newly created database:
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MySOL Connection B X

Conneckion nanmes: |n:n:nnn.ﬁ.ds

MySOL server: | lacalhosk Cancel

User name: | roat Test

Password: [eeessses

Database: | classified_ads Select, .. |

“ ez
e

Help

If you use ColdFusion, you will need to define a valid data source using the ColdFusion Administrator
interface. For more details, check out the Getting Started book, accessible from the Help menu >
InterAKT -> Getting Started.

In the next chapter, you'll learn how to post and list classified ads.
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Post and List Ads

In this first part of the tutorial you will build the basic functionality of the Classified Ads site. The
pages you will create will perform the following actions:

. Display a tree menu of categories for visitors to choose.
= Display the ads in the selected category.

=  Allow visitors to register to the site.

= Allow registered users to log in.

. Logged in users will be able to post new ads.

User Authentication

The first thing to build is the user registration and authentication system. To do so, follow the steps in
the User Authentication tutorial. The main steps of building the user authentication system are:

. Configure the Login Settings in the InterAKT Control Panel > Login Settings, as shown here.
. Build the user registration to let users create an account.

=  Restrict access to the pages post _ad and subscri bti on, so that unauthenticated users
will not be able to post classified ads, or register to receive them on e-mail:

Restrict Access To Page )

Easic |

Cancel
Specify restrickion bvpe

Help

Pk

Restriction based on: 1% iisername and password

™ Username, password and access level

Select lewvel(s);

Change Login Setkings

2 Select the user levels allowed to access the current page.

Note: Keep in mind that you will have to modify some of the interface fields to reflect your current
database settings. Also, user levels are not absolutely necessary for the Classified Ads Site. Unless

you intent to extend this application by building an administration area, where an administrator can
manage categories, locations, ads and so on, you can safely ignore them in the User Authentication
tutorial.

If you have the MX Kollection 3 bundle installed, then you have all the needed tools. Otherwise, the
following separate products should be installed on your computer in order to complete this section of
the tutorial:

. MX User Login
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= MX Includes
=  MX Query Builder

. MX Tree Menu - It's a free extension that has to be installed separately from MX Kollection
3. Download it from the InterAKT web site.

The estimated completion time for this section is about 30 minutes. It depends on your authoring
knowledge with Macromedia Dreamweaver (MX or MX 2004) and MX Kollection 3.
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List classified ads by category

In this section, you will create the page that lists the ads in a selected category. The ads will be
retrieved from the ads_ads table by a recordset that is filtered after the category ID. This ID is
passed as an URL parameter called id_cat, from the tree navigation menu, when the user clicks on a
category.

To create this page, follow the next steps:

Creating the recordset that contains the classified ads

1. Openthelist_ads page in Dreamweaver.

2. Next, you need to create a recordset that retrieves all the ads, their associated categories
and locations, their type and the users who posted them. You need all this information in
order to display all the details for a classified ad. You also need to filter this recordset by an
URL parameter that is passed from the navigation menu, which you will create later. When
visitors click on a category from the menu, they need to see only those ads that fall under
that category. To create the recordset, go to the Bindings tab in the Application panel,
click the + button, and select Recordset from the displayed menu. In the displayed
Recordset window, click the QuB3 button, to go to the QuB Visual Recordset interface.

3. Enter rsAds in the recordset name field, select the database connection you have created
(connAds) and click the New Query button, to create the query that will extract the
information you want.

4. 1In the displayed interface, enter a name for the SQL query you will create, such as "rsAds".
Prompt x|

Mew Query Mame:

Ik i I Zancel

5. After clicking OK, the MX Query Builder web interface will open, where you will be able to
visually generate the recordset.

I rafds

6. In the Tables panel, select the tables that will be included in the query: ads_ads,
location_loc, user_usr, type_typ.

Tables: ﬁn

[+ ads_ads
[T cateqory_cat

|+ location_loc
[~ subscribe_sub
¥ type_typ
[¥f user_usr

The corresponding tables will be displayed in the Database Diagram, where you can arrange
them in any way you like.
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7. Next, link the tables, by dragging each foreign key onto the primary key it references. For
instance, drag the idtyp_ads column from the ads_ads table over the id_typ column in the

type_typ table:

ads_ads
I
[ id_ads COUNMTER {107
[ idusr_ads  INTESER (10)
P idewp ads  INTESER (109
[ idcat_ads  SMALLINT (5}
[ title_ads YARCHAR {255)
[ content_ads LOMGCHAR (1073741823)
[ idioc_ads INTEGER (10}
[ date_ads  DATETIME (19}
type_typ
W
T id bvp SMALLINT (55
r n{lg_n}_t':.-'p VARCHAR (255)

You also need to define relations between idusr_ads and id_usr, between idloc_ads and
id_loc. The database diagram should look like this:

ads_ads USEer_usr
[ v
B - id_ads COUNTER {10) P s COUNTER (10)
ot r !dusr_ads INTEGER (10) [T username_usr  WARCHAR (323
r !dtyp_ads INTEGER. (10) [ password usr  WARCHAR (32
[ idcat_ads  SMALLINT () [ active_usr SMALLINT (5)
[ title_ads YARCHAR, (255) ™ level usr SMALLINT (5)
[ content_ads LOMGCHAR (1073741823) r rand;mkﬂy ust WARCHAR (128)
B[ idloc_ads IMTEGER (10) [ email_usr B YARCHAR (64
[ date_ads DATETIME (19) [ name,_usr VARCHAR (128)
[ regdate usr  DATETIME (19)
type_typ
[ location_loc
s T id_kvp SMALLIMNT (5) [ *
[ name_typ YARCHAR (255) [ id_loc COUMTER (100
[ name_ |8 YARCHAR {255)

8. Next, select the columns you need for your recordset: title_ads, content_ads, name_loc,
name_typ, email_usr, idcat_ads, date_ads.

L= L L o

¥ title_ads

FK loc_ads

STTEICCLT T oy

YARCHAR (255)
W content_ads LOMGCHAR (1073741523)
INTEGER. {10)

9. The idcat_ads needs to be equal to the URL parameter received from the navigation menu,
when users click on a category. To define this condition, click the button next to the
Condition text field, corresponding to the idcat_ads column in the Query Management Panel:

http://www.interaktonline.com/
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Zolurnns |
Column Name Alias Sort Dutput | Grouping Condition
ads_ads.idcat_ads || | =l =l = | o]
1 1 1 — 1 410 I_B‘.‘b

10. Configured the displayed dialog box as in the following image (the column must be equal to
the URL parameter id_cad):

<23 QuB :: Edit SQL Condition -- Web Page Dialog x|

Edit 50U Condikion

Table Calurmn | (idcat_ads)

Condition | = -

Yariable Type |URL Varisble =

Run-time Yalue [id_cat

Defaulk Yalue |1|

(] 4 L\\JS Cancel Help

|htt|:|:,|',l'test.iakl:.ru:u:BSIIIEI,I'I:esI:,I' |ﬂ Internet

11. The last thing you need to do before saving the query is to order the classified ads by their
date, in descending order, such that the latest ones are always displayed first.

[oCamion_Joc. name _JoC || | = ™ | =171

pESC =d| W || =l

ads_ads.date_ads

™ select DISTINGT

12. Your query is now complete. You can view the query results or the generated SQL code in the
SQL/Results Preview panel:

SQLQﬁvl Results |

SELECT\aés_ads.idcat_ads, ads ads.title ads, ads ads.content ads, user usr.email usr, type typ.name typ,
location_loc.name loc, ads_ads.date_ads

FROM ([ ({ads_ada

LEFT JOIN location loc ON location loc.id_loc=ads_ads.idloc_ads)
LEFT JOIN type typ ON type typ.id typ=ads_ads.idtyp ads)

LEFT JOIN wser_usr ON user_usr.id usr=ads_ads.idusr_ads)

WHERE ads_ads.idcat_ads=#URL.id_cat#

ORDER. BEY ads ads.date_ads DESC

Click the Save button from the Query List panel, to save your settings.
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QLeries: |
&l H| X

Search: I

|rsAds

13. To close the MX Query Builder web interface and return to Dreamweaver, select Close from
the QuB menu.

14. Back in the MX Query Builder Visual Recordset interface, click the Refresh button to load
the generated SQL code. Your recordset is ready. Click OK.

Displaying classified ads

1. Now that you have all data available in the Bindings tab, it is time to put it up for display. Or
in other words, you need to actually show the ads in your page. The most important things
regarding an ad are its title, content, type, location and contact e-mail address. So these will
be the fields to be displayed. Drag and drop each of them from the rsAds recordset in the
Bindings tab onto the page.

i = Application

Databases W iyechs Server Behavi| Con

il;l Document bype: ColdFusion

SOLrCE |Bin|:|iru;| |f
El 5f  Recordset (rsads)

------ 4% idcat_ads

------ 4% title_ads

------ 4% content_ads

------ <% email_usr

2. The layout is yours to choose, although for this tutorial's purpose, a simple one is enough:

DB | & 5 &

-
|IZI | 150 200 250 E 350
o bvvvnbveorbevvabvwra b bopvo b bovva o v bovrnEvonalornadygnil

frsAds.title_ads}

{reddz content ads)
{rsfdsname loc} | {reddsname typ}| {refds email usr}

3. To prevent seeing the separator bars, or even errors when no category is selected or when
there are no ads in the current category, the entire region shown above will have to be
enclosed in a conditional region, allowing it to be visible only if the rsAds recordset contains
data. For this you will use a standard Dreamweaver server behavior, called Show If
Recordset Is Not Empty. It is accessible from Server Behaviors -> Show Region.
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4. The dialog box that opens contains only a drop-down menu, allowing you to select the
recordset to check for data.

5. Now the text will display only if the recordset contains data, but it will only display one
record. To make it display all retrieved ads, you must apply a Repeated region. This
command is accessible from the Application tab of the Insert panel.

6. Configure the dialog box that opens to use the rsAds recordset, and to display all records.

Repeat Region

Recordset: Irs.ﬁ.ds j ]

Show 10 Records at a Time Cancel

Pl

*  allRecords Help

7. Once you click the OK button, the repeated region server behavior will apply on the selected
region, which will be marked by a second translator (the first one was put in by the
conditional region):

PRI IR

|5EI | | 200 i [2s0 350
pibvvvr bev v bvrorbovvnbvrvabvweabonvabvvrr b o bovnnbvvondovralvounlong

rLds+title_ads}

frsfds content ads)
frsfds name loct | {rsfdsname typl| {rsdds emal usr}

8. Now if you preview the page in the browser, providing it a correct category ID for which there
are ads in the database, you will see a list of the ads, instead of only one.

This page will be included together with a tree-like menu of categories and a login nugget on the site's
first page. In the next section you will create the tree menu containing links to the specific categories.
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Create a tree menu with categories

To ease navigation through the ads, you can place a menu on the home page, allowing visitors to
browse the categories on your site. Though it can be done with simple tables and some conditional
regions, the easiest (and best looking) way is to use another InterAKT extension: MX Tree Menu.
This extension is not included in MX Kollection, but you can download it for free from the InterAKT
web site.

Before you start creating the page described in this section of the tutorial, you must download and
install the extension mentioned above.

What this extension does, as its name suggests, is to create a tree-like menu, from the category
table. The field that determines which category is on which level, is the self foreign-key idcat_cat. If
this field contains the value 0, then the category is a top-level one; otherwise, it will be placed under
the category whose id it contains.

After you've installed this extension, a new tab called InterAKT will appear on the Insert panel. On it
there are two buttons, allowing you to insert a tree menu based on database fields, or on manually
entered values.

If you have installed the MX Tree Menu extension, and understood what the table structure is for the
cat egory_cat table, you can proceed and create the page:

1. First open the nenu. php page in Dreamweaver.
2. Apply the Dynamic Tree Menu Command from the InterAKT tab of the Insert panel.
3. Configure the dialog box that opens as follows:

= In the Connection drop-down menu select the database connection created at the beginning
of the tutorial: connAds.

* The table containing the items to be displayed is cat egory_cat .

* The Primary key is selected automatically, and in the Parent ID drop-down menu, select the
table field storing the upper category: idcat_cat.

= In the Menu entry name select the labels for the menu elements: name_cat.

. Each element is in fact a link to a page that will display the ads in the respective category.
Since the menu will have to be available all the time, the easiest way is to create the main
page with MX Includes, allowing you to combine several pages. This way, you are using the
same page, which receives the category ID as an URL parameter.

= The dialog box options that sets this is the URL type. Select Built with URL parameter. In
the following fields, enter the URL, complete with the URL parameter name, and in the drop-
down menu, select the table field that will provide the values.

. Leave the Target drop-down menu at its default value, because it is not necessary for this
page.
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Dynamic Tree Menu Command ,

Menu Daka | Advanced I

Conneckion

Table

Primary kes

Parent I0

Mernu entry name
LRL bvpe

LIRL

LRL parameter value

Target

; Icnnn.ﬁ.ds

=l

Define...

! Icategur';.f_cat

: Iid_cat

s Iidcat_cat

i Iname_u:at

5 IBuiIt with URL parameter

¢ |index.php?id_cat=

Browse, .,

; Iid_cat

I;IL\_I;I;ILILIL\_

Ok
Cancel

Help

F e,

Once you click on the OK button, the menu will be added to the page, and a translator will
be shown in Dreamweaver:

* -
+ =
S LS

[1] |5EI
i FREREERE R NN RN NN

e

100
lerialain

=1
1

Yideo

=l Input
Mice

=

oo

F.eyboardz
Cameraz
b atherboard

You can save the page and preview it in the browser by pressing the F12 key. The page will
display a tree-like menu, with the categories that have the idcat_cat 0 (zero) as top-

categories:

http://www.interaktonline.com/
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= Mobile
Cell phones
Car-kitz
Mobile accessories

= Electranics

Steren

Video

Houzehold electronics

Compliters
Automotive

Real Estate

[+

Now that you have created the menu that will help you navigate through the site, you can proceed
and integrate it along with the other components of the main page in the next part of the tutorial.
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Create a login nugget

In this tutorial section you will create a page that will be shown as a nugget in the site's main page.
The page will display some menu options for the users that are already logged in, or the login form for
the users that are not logged in yet.

To create this page, you will use the Show If User Is Logged In conditional region, with the else
option enabled. This will allow displaying a region if the user is logged in, and another if he isn't.
Follow the next steps to create the page:

1. First open the | ogi n. php file in Dreamweaver.

2. Type in the menu options that the user will have one by one, and also turn them into links,
as explained below:
e Post Ad - link to i ndex. php?act =post
e Logout - no link.

3. Next you will turn the logout text into an actual logout link. Select the text and apply the
Logout User server behavior from Server Behaviors > MX Kollection > User Login.

Note: Before applying this server behavior, make sure you have the login settings correctly
configured.

The configuration is straightforward, as you can see below:

Logout User

x|
[0]4 |
Cancel |
Define logouk behavior
Help |
Log out when & Link clicked: I"Lugnut" j
" Page loads

After logout, go to: |index.|:|h|:| Browse. .. |
Login Settings |

2 Safely log out users From wour website,

4. Once you're done with the Logout User dialog box, click the OK button to apply the server
behavior.

5. Now select the entire page contents (the two links) and apply the Show If User Is Logged
In server behavior from the Server Behaviors tab -> MX Kollection -> Conditional
regions. Configure it as shown below:
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Show If User Is Logged In

Basic | Advanced |

Cancel
Specify restrickion bype

Pl

Help
Restrict based on: % Username and password

" Username, password and access level

Select levells):

Change Login Settings

Specify if the conditional region has an ELSE section

Has ELSE: v

2 Display or hide page sections, if the user is logged in or not,

This will determine if the user is logged in based on the user name and the password, and
also has an else region. The else region contents are displayed when the user is not logged
in.

Now the Dreamweaver page looks like the following:

Show IF User Is Lagged In

FPost Ad
Logout { else } Elze text: Eeplace this. |_

To add the login form, select the text after the { el se} mark-up: Else text: Replace this.
Apply the User Login Form Wizard from the MX Kollection tab of the Insert bar, and
configure it similar to the User Authentication login page. It will automatically add the login

form into the page. Once completed, the nugget page will look like the following in
Dreamweaver:
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3 i =5 =i 3 . e ol

AR R L R T
[i] Hi] 100 ‘I-SI:I 200 ¢ 280 |3EII:I
vvnrdevesbvrpn b bvvvn b bovnabvwoabvvidloova bynra bovns oo

¢ Userlz Logged In

Post Ad
Logout { else }

[ Shew mto b {Display error message. }

Username:

I Trecustom. KT _login_user} IHint: {Errar
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Passworil: |

Remember me: £ [ {Errort

9. Save the page and upload it to the server. This was the last piece needed in order to create
the site's main page.

In the next part of the tutorial, you will assemble all the pages you've created so far into a single
page, the site's main index.
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Post classified ads

Posting a new ad to the site is reduced to a simple insert operation, that will populate the ads_ads
table with the entered data. The file that contains the elements to allow users post a new ad is called
post _ad and is stored in the site root.

Now, to create the actual insert form, you will use the Insert Record Form Wizard. Open it by
pressing its corresponding button on the MX Kollection tab of the Insert panel, and configure it as
follows:

1. First of all, in the wizard's first step, select the database connection created at the beginning
of this tutorial, the table into which the insert operation will take place (ads_ads) and the
page that will be opened if the transaction is successful.

Insert Record Form Wizard x|

Specify database information

Connection: Iconn.ﬂ.ds j Define... |
-

Insert into kable: Iads_ads J

Primary key column: Iid_ads j v Mumeric

Specify redirect page

After inserting, go to: |index.php Erowse. .. |_‘E]

2 Specify the page whera to go after inserting a record.

= Back Mext = Finish Cancel Help

2. In the second step of the wizard, you will have to define what table column to display in the
form, how they will be represented and submitted. When you move on to the second step by
pressing the Next > button, the Form fields grid will already be populated with almost all
the columns in the ads_ads table. The one that is missing is the primary key.

3. As you have noticed in the application planning section, the ads_ads table stores the
following data: the user, ad type, ad category and ad location ID's, the title and the content
of the ad. The ID's are stored as numeric values, and in order to display them conveniently
for the users, you should use drop-down menus that retrieve their values from the type,
category and location table. The user ID is most easily taken from the session variable.

4. Select the fields from the grid, and change their properties as follows:

=  For the idusr_ads field, set the Display as to text, and in order to retrieve the currently
logged in user's ID, in the Default Value text-box select the kt _| ogi n_i d session variable
from the InterAKT Dynamic Data dialog box:
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InterAKT Dynamic Data

Basic |

Cancel |
Help |

Get dynamic values from the source indicated below

Get values From: ISession Variable j

Variable: | kt_login_id =]

The corresponding mark-up code

Mark-up code: |{5E5510N.kl:_|0gin_id]-

2 Thiz is the generated mark-up code, bazsed on your dynamic data selection,

= The next field is the idtyp_ads, that stores the id of the ad type. Types are stored in a
separate table, t ype_t yp. To avoid having the users enter the numeric value, set the form
element to be used to Menu (from the Display as drop-down menu). Two more buttons
became available: Add recordset and Menu Properties. As their names suggest, the first
will be used to create a recordset that will retrieve the types from the database, and the
second will configure the menu to use the correct columns to display labels, and store values.

= Click on the Add Recordset button. The standard new recordset dialog box will open.
Configure it to retrieve all records from the t ype_t yp table, through the database
connection you've created at the beginning of this tutorial. When you're done configuring it,
click OK to return to the Insert Record Wizard.

. Now configure the menu to use the recordset you've just created. Click the Menu properties
button, and select the appropriate options: the recordset name, the label column
(name_typ) and the values column (id_typ). Then click on OK to finish configuring the
menu.

*=  For the category and location fields, you will proceed in a similar manner, changing the
recordset each time to retrieve data from the desired tables: cat egory_cat and
| ocati on_| oc. For the category recordset, there is one more thing to consider: the main
categories cannot have ads, so you must filter the recordset so that records that have the
idcat_cat field equal to the entered value 0 will not be retrieved, as you can see in the
image below:
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Mame: | rsi_akegary

Conneckion: Iu:u:unn.ﬁ.ds j Define. .. | Cancel

I

diddi

Table: Icategury_cat j Test
Columns: & Al € Selected: fdvanced.
id_rak
idcak_cat Help
narne_cak

Filter: Iidl:al:_cat j |<::=- j

IEntered Yalue j {0l

Sark: IN:::ne _ﬂ |.ﬁ.scending j

= There are only three more fields left to configure: for the title, you can use the default
settings, but for the content, change the form element from text-field into a text area.

] The last field, the date_ads, which stores the date when the ad was posted will not be
visible in the page, as it will be automatically filled in. Change its associated form element to
text, and enter in the Default value text field the following mark-up: { NOA¥ . This will be
automatically replaced at runtime by the Transaction Engine with the current date in the
correct format.

Note: If you are using a Microsoft Access database, in the Submit as drop-down menu,

for the date_ads column, another option will be available: Date MS Access. Select this
option when submitting the date.

* Now the Insert Record Form Wizard step 2 dialog box looks like:
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Insert Record Form Wizard ) il

Set Form fields properties

Faorm Fields: jj:J :.j ..'_j

Colurn |Label |Display as | subrrit as [ -
idusr_ads Idusr: Text Mumeric
idtvp_ads ad bvpe: Menu Kumeric
idcak_ads Ad category: Menu Murneric
idloc_ads Ad location: Manu Murmeric
title_ads Title: Text Field Texk T
content_ads Cankent: Texk area Text ;I
Label: |Idust:

Display as: IText

Lel Ll

Submit as: INumeric

Default value: |-{SESSION.kt_I0gin_id}- ﬂ

2 Enter the default walus For the current Form field,

< Back, Mext = Finish Cancel Help

5. The third step of the wizard is only available if you have MX Form Validation installed,
either as a separate product, or as a part of MX Kollection. It allows you to set rules for the
form elements, submitting them only if they pass validation. You will not need validation on
these fields, so you can safely skip this step.

6. If you forgot something, or did it wrong, you can click on the < Back / Next > buttons to

move through the wizard's steps. When you consider the configuration to be finished, click
the Finish button to close the wizard.

7. The wizard will add some server behaviors, for the transaction and the associated triggers, as
well as all form elements required. After closing the wizard, remove the first row of the table,
the one containing the idusr text. The Dreamweaver editable area will look as follows:
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{Display error message. |

' Hdusr: ftecd}

[Ad type: |

[ Category: |

 ILocation: |

E Title: |{rsads_au:|s.tit|e_ads}
Content: ! ftext]

g .

{Date: ftent}

Insert record |

Due to the Restrict Access to page server behavior you've added to the page in the first step, you
must first login with the correct user name and password before accessing the actual insert form.

After you log in however, open the post ad page, and complete it with some test data. Open the

database server management software, and check if the submitted data has been correctly inserted

into the database.

The next part shows you how to use MX Includes in order to improve your site.
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Create site front-end with MX Includes

In this tutorial chapter you will combine all elements created until now into a single page, allowing
visitors accomplish every possible task in the shortest amount of time. To do so, you will use MX
Includes, which allows adding other pages in a static or dynamic manner.

Start off by opening the i ndex file in Dreamweaver. To decide what files will be included in the main
page, you must decide what functionality this page will offer: you must have the category menu, the
ad listing for the currently selected category, and a nugget that will allow registered users to login,
and then have links towards the post page.

Once the files to include are set, the page design is also quite easy to figure out: a table with at least
3 rows and 2 columns, of which the second column will have only one row. To begin creating the
page, follow the next steps:

1. Add a new table into the page. Configure it to have 3 rows and 2 columns (let's add the site
title as well):

Insert Table ]

Ruois; |3 Cell Padding: I 0
Calumns: [z Cell Spacing: I Cancel

width: [100 |Percent | Help

Biorder: IU

P,

2. After this basic table is added to the page, merge the first row's columns. To do this, select
the two columns, and select Table -> Merge Cells from the right-click pop-up menu. Now
enter a site title into the first row: Welcome to Classified Ads for example.

3. Also, merge the second column's rows, in the same manner. Now the i ndex page looks like
the following image in Dreamweaver:

[T T T T I T T T I T T T T T T T ]
T T =
PR R RO | O 12 D el
8 e —
R PP Vo (- o o P PO PO o YO VO oo e

4. Now it is time to start adding content, by including the correct files. The first one is the tree
menu created in the previous section. It will reside in the second row's first cell.

5. Place the cursor in the cell, and apply the Server-Side Include server behavior. You can
access this server behavior from Server Behaviors -> + -> MX Kollection -> Server-
Side Includess. Configure the dialog box that opens by browsing to the menu file. Then click
on OK to apply the server behavior:
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Server-Side Include _
Basic | oK

Cancel
Include one File

Filename: |menu.php Browse. .. |

Pl

Help

2} Browse For the file to include.

6. Next comes the login/user menu file. It will be displayed as a nugget in the third row's first
cell, beneath the menu. This file is also statically included, so the steps to take are the same,
the only difference residing in the file you have to select in the Server-Side Include dialog
box: | ogi n.

7. The last thing you must do in regards to the i ndex page is to define the files that will be
included in the second column's cell. This will be a dynamic include, as this will display the ad
listing when a category is selected, but also the post ad form when the Post Ad link is
clicked. To determine which page will be displayed, an URL parameter is used: act.
Depending on its value, a different page will be loaded.

8. To achieve this, you will use the Server-Side Includes From List server behavior, that can
be accessed from Server Behaviors -> + -> MX Kollection -> Server-Side Includes.

=  To configure the Basic tab, consult the following image:
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Basic

Specify files to include

Server-Side Includes From List

| Parameter |

Filename

Page title

Include files:

URL parameter walue:

Meta keywords:

Meta description:

# =

URL parameter value |Filenamne [
posk post_ad.php
lisk_ads.php

| list_ads.php

Browse. ., |

| &d list

Cancel

Help

2 Type the corresponding HTML title of the included file,

Pl

=  When configuring the Parameter tab, set the name of the URL parameter to act:

Basic

Specify URL parameter

Server-5Side Includes From Liskt

| Parameter |

URL parameter narme:

ack

Cancel

Help

2 Specify the name of the URL parameter that selects sach file,

Pl
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9. This way, when the act parameter is missing, the ad listing will be displayed. The tree
menu's links do not use the act URL parameter, and as such the correct ad list will be
displayed. The Post ad link from the nugget does use it however, giving it the post value,
and as such, the form will be displayed.

http://www.interaktonline.com/ -29 -



InterAKT Online Classified Ads Tutorial

Improve the Classified Ads Site

In this part of the tutorial you will bring several improvements to the basic classified site built earlier.
This improvements will:

= Allow the site visitors to search for a particular ad.
= Allow the registered users to subscribe to receive new ads on e-mail.

= Add a breadcrumb navigation trail to the page, allowing visitors to jump between categories
faster.

In the first part of this tutorial section, you will create an advanced search form, allowing users find
the desired ad faster.

If you have the MX Kollection 3 bundle installed, then you have all the needed tools. Otherwise, the
following separate products should be installed on your computer in order to complete this tutorial
section:

L] ImpAKT

= MX Send E-mail

. MX Query Builder
=  MX Breadcrumbs

The estimated completion time for this section is about 20 - 30 minutes. It depends on your authoring
knowledge with Macromedia Dreamweaver (MX or MX 2004) and MX Kollection 3.
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Create advanced search form

In this tutorial section you will add the first improvement to the classified ads site: a way for users to
search for ads matching some criteria: the ad type, category and location, as well as some keywords.
The keywords are searched both in the ad title and content.

As for the Job site search improvement, you will use two pages for the search: one where the user
can select the values of each criteria, and the actual results page, displaying the ad title, and a link to
see more.

To create the first part of this enhancement, the sear ch form page, follow the next steps:

1.
2.

8.

Create a new page in the site root, sear ch. php. Open it in Dreamweaver.

Start the Custom Form Wizard from the MX Kollection tab of the Insert panel. Configure
it to use the database connection created at the beginning of this tutorial. You don't need to
set a redirect page, as it will not be used in this example.

In the second step of the wizard, you can add fields that will be displayed in the page. This is
actually a much easier way of adding form elements, as it allows you to manage them in a
central place. Also, you can define a SQL query to use them in the wizard's last step. Add the
following fields: Type, Category, Location and Keywords. For the first three, set them to
be displayed as menus, and configure the menus to retrieve data from the respective tables.
For an example of how to do that, see the Post Ad section.

When all fields are set, you can click the Finish button to close the wizard.

Now edit the form's submit button, by changing its label from Insert Record to Search, as it is
more appropriate.

The last thing to do on this page is to set the form's action to point to the resul t s. php
page. Select the form tag, and in the Action text-field of the Property Inspector type the
name of this page (which will soon be created).

il w Properties
| Form name Ackion |results.php I Target I j Class INone j
Farml Method IPOST VI Enctype I j

Now, when viewed in Dreamweaver, the form looks like:

[Display etror message. |

we ey
Category: {| e
tocation: || oy
Keywords: | | ite} {Hirt} {Errar}

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& o

Save the page and upload it to the server.
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Now you must build the r esul t s page, which will take the criteria submitted by the form, and
retrieve the data that matches from the ads table. The data retrieval is done by a filtered recordset.
To create this page follow the next steps:

1.
2.

First create the r esul t . php file in the site's root folder. Open it in Dreamweaver.

Add a new recordset from the Bindings tab, by pressing on the Plus (+) button and
selecting the Recordset (Query) option of the pop-up menu.

Switch to the QuB3 view of the dialog box by clicking the button on the right.

A window like the one below will appear. Configure it as shown, then click New Query:

QuB Visual Recordset

Name: | rsResults

Connection; Il:l:unn.ﬁ.l:ls j Define...
QUEery name: INDI‘IE *| Refresh..
SQL:

| Mew Queryl:l EditiGuery | | Delete Duery
&3

Enter a name for the query in the prompt:

¢

M ew Query M ame:

IrsH ezUlts

| (] £ | Cancel

Now the MX Query Builder window will open in a new window. If you're not already familiar
with the interface, you may want to give the QuB Workspace orientation page a quick look.

In the Tables panel, check the box next to the ads_ads table.

Tables: =
[if ads_ads
ﬂbcategnry_cat

This puts the table in the Database Diagram panel. Now check the boxes next the following
fields:

e id_ads

idtyp_ads

idcat_ads

idloc_ads

title_ads
content_ads
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ads_ads
T =
7 W id_ads int (11)
[ idusr_ads  int(11)
¥ idtyp_ads int (11)
¥ idcat_ads tinyint (4)
¥ title_ads varchar (255)
¥ content_ads wvarchar
[ idloc_ads int {11)
[ date_ads date

9. These fields will then be listed below in the Query Management panel. This is where you set
the conditions necessary for obtaining the information requested by the user. Each field has a

column labeled Condition:

Columns

Column Name Alias Sort | Output|Grouping onditio N
ads_ads.id_ads | I ;I v I ;l I L EI v 2 |Del
ads_ads.idtyp_ads || (D | i 2| O || [|w 2 (el
ads_ads idcat_ads | I ;I v I ;l I D v ~|Del
ads_ads. content_ads| [ =l = | =l [l 2|pel
ads_ads. tile_ads | | B | | - | D ¥~ [Del

10. With the exception of the id_ads field, each row will need to have a condition associated with
it. Starting with the idtyp_ads field, click the ... button in the Condition column. Fill in the

fields as shown in the image below, then click OK.

2} QuE = Edit SQL Condition - Web Page

Edit SQL Condition

Table Column I (idtyp_ads)

Condition | = -

Variable Type |Form Variable =

Run-time Value I'I'ype

Default Value |-1

Cancel Help

11. Repeat step 10 for the idcat_ads and idloc_ads fields, only using "Category", respectively

"Location" as the Run-time Value.

http://www.interaktonline.com/

- 33 -




InterAKT Online

Classified Ads Tutorial

12. Now you will add conditions for both the title_ads, and content_ads fields, but with
different settings for the condition. Since the comparison is between strings, rather than
numbers, use the contains option for the Condition. You will also use "Keywords" as the Run-
time Value, and "%" for the Default Value, as shown below:

Edit SQL Condition

2} QuB = Edit SQL Condition -- Web Page Dialog

Run-time Value |KEyWu:uru:Is

Default Yalue |%

Table Column | (content_ads)

Condition | contains - I

Variable Type IFu:urm Variable ;I

Cancel

Help

13. Once all the conditions have been added, save the query by going to the Query menu and

selecting "Save":

<Y InterAKT Online = Que
Cluery | Help

Save As

0

Settings

Frint

3l X

Close

rsResults

14. Close the MX Query Builder interface and go back into Dreamweaver.

15. Click Refresh next to the Query name field in the QuB Visual Recordset window.

QuB Visual Recordset

Mame: | rsResults

Connection: Iu:u:unn.ﬁ.u:ls

j Define... |

Query name: IN::-nE

j | F‘.Efresht‘l

16. Now the completed recordset from MX Query Builder will appear in the list. At this point
there's one slight change to make in the query. In the text area containing the SQL code,
scroll down to the last line.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Qub Visual Recordset

Mame: |rsResults

Connection: Icnnn.ﬂ.ds

j Deﬁne...l
j Refresh.. |

AMD ads_ads.idcat_ads=".5_POST["Category™].”
AMD ads_ads.content_ads LIKE '%:". 5 POST[ ke

QuUEry name; IrsResuIts

SQL:

AND ads_ads.tile ads LIKE '%". % POST

Change the final AND to OR. You must also put an opening parenthesis after the last "AND",
and a closing parenthesis and the end of the query. See the image below for how the query
should look after the change, then click OK.

QuB Visual Recordset

Mame: | rsResults

Connection; Il:l:unn.ﬁ.l:ls

j Deﬁne...l
;I F‘.eﬁ'esh..l

AMD ads_ads.idcat_ads=".5 POST[Category"].”
[} (ads_ads. content_ads LIKE %", §_POST[Keywords™]. "%
OF ads_ads.tile ads LIKE '%".5 POST[ ¥eywords®]. "%

Query name: IrsF‘.esuIts

SQL:

At this point, the recordset retrieves the correct data, but there are no elements to display it.
Since this is only a results page, you do not have to display all details of an ad, but only its
title, and a link to a detail page. You can use a dynamic table to show results.

Place a dynamic table from the Application tab of the Insert panel. Configure it to display
all records of the rsResults recordset. Once you've added the table, it will display all recordset
columns. Except for the title_ads column, delete the rest. Also remove the header row for
the title column.

To place the link to details for each ad, create a new column after the title_ads one. Enter
the text Read more, and make it a link. In the Make Link dialog box, browse to the

det ai | _ad. php page, and pass it an URL parameter. Name the parameter id_ads, and set
its value by pressing the dynamic data icon, and choosing the id_ads recordset field:

TR
A~

| Walue I
< php echo $row_rzResultz'id. .

Cancel

Help

Pl

Now the page looks like the following when viewed in Dreamweaver:
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.}" ] -_I
N T

i@%ﬁﬁﬂ_

100 JE] 200

[frsEesults title ads} Eead more

22. To make the results page easier to understand, create a new paragraph before the dynamic
table. This is where the page title, as well as the keywords used in the search will be
displayed.

23. Type in "Search results for:". Switch to code view, and enter the following code:

*  For PHP

<?php echo $_POST[' Keywords']; ?>.

. For ColdFusion

<cf out put >#FORM Keywor ds#</ cf out put >

. For ASP VbScript

<% =r equest (" Keywor ds") %

You can now save the pages and upload them to the server. Before calling it quits, though, you should
place an entry in the | ogi n. php file that will point to the sear ch page and create the detail page.
This way it will be much easier to find. If you access the page, you can enter the criteria you want in
the form, and when you press Search, the results will be displayed:

Twe: IFclr Sale TI
Categony: |'3ars =1

Location: | Detroit - I

Keyworils: IEII'l.ﬂ'I.I'I.I'

After performing the search, the results are displayed as in the following image:

search results for: BROW

1992 BROW Cabrie Eead more
2004 BECW 325 Fead more

The last thing to do is create the detail page, which opens when the Read more link is clicked. This
page will only display the ad that has been selected, and whose ID has been passed through the
id_ads URL parameter. To build the detail page, follow these steps:
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1. Openthe detail ad page in Dreamweaver. For this page, you will be creating a query in
MX Query Builder, using steps similar to those used to build the rsResults recordset.

2. Create a new recordset, from the Bindings tab of the Application Panel. Name it rsDetail, and
select as connection the connAds database connection.

3. Switch to the QuB3 view by clicking on the QuB3 button on the right.

4. Click the New Query button on the bottom, and enter rsDetail in the name prompt.

5. After the MX Query Builder interface opens, go to the Tables panel on the left. Select all
tables except for the subscri be_sub table.

6. With the tables now in the Database Diagram, you can move them around with the mouse
so that all tables are visible.

7. Once the tables are positioned, add relations between them by dragging the foreign keys
from the ads_ads table, and dropping them on their corresponding primary key. Take a look
at the image below for an example:

create link: ads_ads.idcat_ads:category_cat.id_cat

ads_ads
L= category_cat
% W id_ads int {11) W =
W idusr_ads int (11} =2 i cat tinyint (4)
W dtp sce  int (1) T W o vioat_acs
¥ ¥ idcat_ads  tinyint (4) [ natie oot “vardhar 1255)

[ title_ads varchar (255)
W content_ads wvarchar

F¥ W idloc_ads int {11}
[ date_ads  date _I

8. To get the fields required for this query, check the following boxes from the ads_ads table.
= id_ads
* idusr_ads
» idtyp_ads
] idcat_ads
= title_ads
] content_ads
= idloc_ads
] name_cat
. name_Jloc
. name_typ
9. With the above fields now listed in the Query Management panel, add a URL parameter

condition to id_ads field as done in steps 9 & 10 of the rsResults query. Configure the
Condition as shown below:
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10.

11.
12.
13.

14.

3 QuB = Edit SQL Condition -- Web Page Dialog x|

Edit 5QL Condition

Table Column I (id_ads)

Condition |= -

Varisble Type |URL Variable =

Run-time Value |id_ads

Default Value |-1

Cancel Help

Now repeat steps 13 - 15 from the rsResults query to be able to use the new query in

Dreamweaver.

Now close the recordset creation dialog box by clicking the OK button.

The new SQL code should now appear in the QuB Visual Recordset window. Click OK.

From the Bindings tab drag and drop all of the fields that you want displayed onto the page.

You can also arrange the fields any way you want them.

Once you're done with the table column display, save the page and upload it to the server.

You can now try out the ad search.

You can further improve your site using the MX Kollection 3 suite, by adding an administrative

section, where you can control which ads can be published on the web site, which users to accept or
to promote as administrators, and a better ad detail page for the search results. And all these can be
made with your own design.
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Register to receive ads by e-mail

In this tutorial section you will enhance the Classified Ads application by allowing users subscribe to
receive email notifications when certain combinations of ad type, category and location are met. This
enhancement contains two pages:

1. view_subscription. php - where a list with the existing subscriptions is shown.
Links to add, edit or delete a subscription are displayed on the page.

2. subscription. php - where a form allows adding or editing subscriptions.

Create these two files in the site's root folder. To implement this enhancement, you will use the
NeXTensio list and form wizard.

First off, let's create the subscription list page:

1. Open the vi ew_subscri ption. php file in Dreamweaver. To ensure that unregistered
users cannot nose into other's subscriptions, make sure the Restrict Access To Page server
behavior was applied, as shown here.

2. Next start the NeXtensio List Wizard, to display the subscriptions. Configure each step as
shown below:
e In the first step, simply select the database connection created at the beginning of this
tutorial, connAds, and the table to list: subscri be_sub. The primary key field is auto-
detected, and can be left at its default. Also, set the redirect page to the subscri pti on file
e In the second step you must define which table columns will be displayed and how. By
default, all fields except the Primary Key are displayed in the List Fields grid. You should
remove the idusr_sub field too, as the only user that would appear is the currently logged in
one.
o For the idtyp_sub, idcat_sub and idloc_sub fields, use a look-up table to retrieve data.
For each field select its corresponding table, and the appropriate label and value columns
from the appropriate drop-down menus (e.g. for the idtyp_sub use the type_typ table, with
the name_typ column for label, and the primary key of the table - id_typ - for the value):

Create NeXTensio List Wizard 5'

Specify list columns

Lisk colunins: _'_'_'.j_:i _f_j_:.]
Zalunin

Header: |Idty|:|:

Chat width: IZD

@et walug from: ©~ Current table
{* Look-up table

Database table: Itype_typ

Label calumn: Iname_typ

LeflefLed

Valug calurn: Iid_typ

2 The Fields that will be displayed in the MeXTensio list,

< Back, Mexk = Finish Cancel Help

e Step 3 of the wizard allows setting up the form elements used in the list filter. Since each
field is based on a look-up table, the corresponding filter element will be a menu which
retrieves its data form the tables configured above.
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e In the wizard's last step, configure the list options: the page containing the add/edit form
(subscri ption. php), the number of records, and the table column to sort the list after:

Specify MexTensio Lisk settings

Create NeXTensio List Wizard

x|

Default arder: iidtyp_sub

j I.C\scending j

Move upfdown column: INnne

Change skin parameters

=

Current skin; Kollection

Duplicate buttons: |Yes =

Duplicate navigation: I'\"es "I

Table row effects: I\"es 'I

Show links as buktons: I‘fes 'I

Has row counker: INu:- 'I

2 This colurnn will be uzed to order wour list,

< Back [est = Finish Cancel Help

o Now the HTML elements, as well as the NeXTensio recordset and server behaviors are
added to the page. The only problem of this list is the fact that, at this point, it displays the
subscriptions for all users. To restrict it to the current user only, you have to modify the
recordset, and add a condition.
Note: If using ColdFusion, you can skip to step 3.

e To do so, double-click the list recordset in the Bindings tab. Add a new variable, called
user, having the runtime value equal to $_SESSI ON[' kt _| ogi n_i d' ] . To add a variable,
click the Plus (+) button on top of the Variables grid, and set its properties in the dialog

box that opens:

Add Parameter

MName: | user

Defaulk value: | -1

Cancel

Runtime value: |$_sSESSIOM['kE_lagin_id]|

P

Help

o Now edit the SQL, to add the condition of equality between the able column storing the
user id, and the newly defined variable. The new code to enter in the SQL text area is:

SELECT type_typ. name_typ AS idtyp_sub, category_cat.nane_cat AS

i dcat _sub, | ocation_|oc.name_|l oc AS idloc_sub, subscribe_sub.id_sub
FROM subscri be_sub LEFT JO N type_typ ON subscri be_sub.idtyp_sub =
type_typ.id_typ LEFT JO N category_cat ON subscri be_sub.idcat_sub =
category_cat.id_cat LEFT JO N |l ocation_|l oc ON subscribe_sub.idl oc_sub
= location_loc.id_|oc
WHERE NXTFi|ter AND subscri be_sub.idusr_sub =user

ORDER BY NXTSor t
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3. If using ColdFusion, you do not need to add the page parameter. Simply add a new condition
to the query, which will check the idusr_sub column against the kt _| ogi n_i d session
variable. Add the following condition after the existing WHERE clause, and before the ORDER
BY clause:

AND i dusr_sub = #SESSI ON. kt _| ogi n_i d#

4. The query should look like the following: (page parameter names may vary, based on your
particular setup):

SELECT type_typ. name_typ AS idtyp_sub, category_cat.nane_cat AS

i dcat _sub, | ocation_|oc.name_|l oc AS idloc_sub, subscribe_sub.id_sub
FROM ((subscri be_sub LEFT JON type_typ ON subscri be_sub.idtyp_sub =
type_typ.id_typ) LEFT JO N category_cat ON subscribe_sub.idcat_sub =
category cat.id_cat) LEFT JON location_|loc ON subscribe_sub.idloc_sub
= location_loc.id | oc

WHERE #Pr eserveSi ngl eQuot es(SESSION. filter_tfi_|istsubscribe_subl)#
AND i dusr_sub = #SESSI ON. kt _| ogi n_i d#

ORDER BY #SESSI ON. sorter _tso_listsubscribe_subl#

5. Simply replace the existing SQL code with this one, and the recordset will filter out any other
users than the one that is currently visiting the page.

6. Now all operations on this page are done, and you can save and upload it to the server, and
move on to the form.

7. To create the form, you must open the subscri pti on. php file in Dreamweaver. The page
must have the same name as the one specified in the list wizard last step, or the links will
not work correctly. This page will contain a NeXTensio form, which will be added and
configured through the NeXTensio Form Wizard.

8. Open the wizard from the MX Kollection tab of the Insert Panel, and configure each step
as shown below:
e In the first step select the same connection and table as for the List wizard. Since you've
applied the List Wizard first, the UI persistence should have completed all fields.
e In the second step, all fields are correctly configured by the persistence. If not in the grid,
you will have to add the idusr_sub field. Set it as text with the default value of the session
variable kt_login_id:

http://www.interaktonline.com/ -41 -



InterAKT Online Classified Ads Tutorial

Create NeXTensio Form Wizard il

Lre the form fields

Specify form fields properties

Form Fields: A‘!:j ‘:j :.j ;:]

Column |Label | Display as |Submit as  |Show on |

idusr_sub Idusr: Text Mumeric Insert and Lipdate

idbwp_sub Idtwp: Menu Murneric Insert and Update

idcat_sub Idcat: MMenu Murneric Insert and Update

idloc_sub Idloc: Menu Murmneric Insert and Lipdate
Label: | Idusr:

Show ons IInsert and Update

Display as: IText

LefLef Lo

Subrit as: INumeric

Char width: I? Max chars: I

Default walue: |{SESSION. kt_login_id} #

2 Select the default walue Far the selected field.

< Back, Mext = Finish Cancel Help

e The third step is available only if you have MX Form Validation installed, and provides a
way to define validation rules for all fields involved in the form. Since all fields are menus,
you do not need validation and can just click the Finish button to add all elements into the
page.

9. The NeXTensio form elements, recordset and server behaviors are now inserted into the
page. Delete the first row from the table, the one containing the idusr_sub text. All that

remains is to save the page and upload it to the server. This way, new users can define
subscriptions for different types of ads easily.

The last part of the tutorial is an improvement to be made to the ad posting page. The subscription
list is created and managed by the users, but you have to implement the actual sending of the emails.

For this enhancement, you will use MX Send E-mail, on the post _ad. php page. To modify the
page, follow the next steps:

1. Open the post _ad. php page in Dreamweaver. On the page there is already an Insert
Transaction , that allows posting new ads.

2. To send the email to all users that are subscribed to the type, category and location of the ad

that's being posted, you must add two things: a recordset to retrieve their email addresses,
and a Send email trigger.

3. First the recordset: it must be filtered, since the user's preferred ad type, category and
location must match the ones entered in the post ad form. Create a new recordset from the
Bindings panel, and when the dialog box opens, switch to the advanced view.

4. 1In the Advanced view, select the database connection created at the beginning of the
tutorial.

5. Create three new variables, by clicking the Plus (+) button on top of the variables grid.
Configure them as follows:

e Name: type; Default value: -1; Runtime value: $ POST['i dtyp_ads'].
e« Name: category; Default value: -1; Runtime value: $ POST['i dcat _ads'].
e Name: location; Default value: -1; Runtime value: $_POST['i dl oc_ads'].
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6. When the form is submitted, these variables will retrieve the values of their corresponding
form elements, and will be used to compare against the fields in the subscribe_sub table.
The comparison is done by the SQL query you must enter in the SQL text area:

SELECT *

FROM subscri be_sub LEFT JO N user _usr ON

subscri be_sub. i dusr_sub=user usr.id_usr

WHERE i dt yp_sub=t ype AND i dcat _sub=cat egory AND i dl oc_sub=l ocati on

7. As you may notice, aside from comparing the type, category and location, this SQL code
performs a JOIN operation between the subscription table and the user table, in order to
retrieve the e-mail address for each one. The recordset creation is now complete, and you
can close the dialog box by clicking the OK button.

8. Now for the actual sending of the mail messages you will use a trigger provided by MX Send
E-mail: Send E-mail to recipients from recordset. This trigger will send a mail message
to all mail addresses retrieved by a recordset, in our case the rsMailList one.

9. Before applying the server behavior, you should check out the mail server settings in Control
Panel, to see if they are correct in your case. To learn more about the mail server settings,
click here.

10. Apply the Send E-mail to recipients from recordset server behavior from the Server
Behaviors tab -> MX Kollection -> Send E-mail. From the dialog box that opens, you
only need to configure the options on the first tab. Set them as follows:

. In the Recordset drop-down menu select rsMaillList.

. In the Email to field drop-down menu select the recordset field containing the user's
mail address.

= In the From text box you can enter an email address specific for your site, or leave it at
default, to use the control panel defined sender.

= In the Subject text-box enter the mail's subject: New ad posted.

. For the mail's content, you have two choices: to use a predefined template, or to write
the content in the text area below. Select the latter version, as there is no need for a
special template.

= In the Content text area enter the mail text. Usually, a notice that a new ad that
matches what the user subscribed for has been added, and a link to the site is enough.

= The completed dialog box should look like the image below:
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fdain | Options I Advanced |

Select the recipients recordset

Send E-mail to Recipients From Recordset

K

Cancel

Recordset: IrsMaiIList

E-mail ko Field: Iemail_usr

Define general message settings

Help

Pl

From; |{KT_deFauItSender}

Subject: |New ad posted

k7

Biodys IWrite conkent

=

l

Conkent: | A new ad has been posted in a category that you are 5«
Read more here; http:f/mvclassifiedads, com/inde:. php

o il

2 Type the body fcontent of the e-mail ressage.

= Once all dialog box required options are completed, simply click the OK button to add

the server behavior into the page.

Note: If using the ASP VBScript server model you must configure the E-mail server settings in the
Control Panel. You must fill in the server address (or name), the port (by default it is 25), user name
and password. Optionally, you can also set the default sender field.

Save the page and upload it to the server. When a user will post an ad, all those that are subscribed
to the same ad type, category and location will receive an email message warning them of the new

post.
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Add breadcrumbs navigation trail

One way to improve navigation in a dynamic content web site is to always allow the visitor retrace his
steps. This is accomplished by placing at the top of the page a breadcrumb navigation trail. This is
possible for this site, as it displays the ads in different categories on the same page, by using the
category ID as URL parameter.

To be able to follow this section of the tutorial, you need to have downloaded and installed MX
Breadcrumbs. This is a free Dreamweaver extension, which you can download here.

Once you've got the extension installed, and you've restarted Dreamweaver, you can begin
enhancing the site's main page. To do so, follow the next steps:

1.

Open the i ndex. php file from the site's root folder in Dreamweaver. As you've seen when
the page was created, it contains a table where all data is stored.

The breadcrumb navigation trail should be placed above all other elements, welcome
message included. So the simplest way of doing it is to add a new row at top of the existing
table.

To add a new row, simply right-click in the first row and select Table -> Add rows and
columns from the pop-up menu. In the user interface that opens, select to add a new row,
above the current selection.

Now click in the newly created row, and apply the Create Breadcrumbs command from the
InterAKT tab of the Insert panel.

Configure the dialog box that opens as follows:

. In the Connection drop-down menu, select the database connection you've created at
the beginning of this tutorial: connAds.

= In the Table drop-down menu, select the database table storing the data used to create
the breadcrumbs. This should be the same as the one providing the URL parameter, so
that navigation will really work. In this case, the table is cat egory_cat (the URL
parameter is the category id, after all).

= In the Primary key drop-down menu, select the table's field containing the primary key.
By default, the first field found in the table is selected, but you can change it easily.

= In the Parent ID drop-down menu, select the table field containing the self foreign key,
which points to the upper category: idcat_cat.

. In the Display name drop-down menu, select the table field storing the labels that each
breadcrumb element will display. For the categories, it is name_cat.

. In the GET Parameter text field you must enter the name of the URL parameter that
must be transmitted to the page, so that it will load the appropriate information. Enter
id_cat, as this is used in the i ndex page to select the ads to display.

. In the Page text field, enter the page that receives the URL parameter and shows the
ads. You can use the Browse... button to search for the i ndex. php file.

= The completed dialog box looks like in the image below:
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Create Breadcrumbs J
Conneckion; Il:l:nnn.ﬁ.l:ls j Define. .. | K

Cancel

Table: Icategu:ur':.f_cat

duil

Primary Key: Iiu:l_u:at Help

Parent ID; Iiu:h:at_n:at

Display Mame: Iname_n:at

GET Parameter: | id_rat

\_ Led L Led Lo

Page: |iru:|ex.php Browse. ..
apply direckary recordser [v

. Once you've completely configured the user interface, click the OK button to apply the
command, and insert all the elements into the page.

6. Some page elements are added by the command in the first row, as well as some server
behaviors. In Dreamweaver, the first row now contains:

>
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= :
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= :
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111

]{ Breadcnumbshenu narme cat}

i
1]

Thisisall that you have to do in order to add a breadcrumb navigation trail to your

site. Just save the page, and preview it in the browser by pressing the F12 key, and

you will notice on top of the page the trail that allows moving through the site in an
easier manner:

P Back » &J - (x] 2] ::|;-'Sear

Home = Mobile » Car-kits

Now that you have an improved version of the classified ads site, you can move on
and implement new ways to browse the ads (sorted by different criteria), an
administrative section (where you can control what ads are to be shown) or an expire
date for each ad.

http://www.interaktonline.com/ -46 -



InterAKT Online Classified Ads Tutorial

Other Resources

Other Dreamweaver Extensions from InterAKT

[ KTML

[ MX Kart

. MX Site Search

U MX RSS Reader-Writer

° MX Dynamic Table Sorter
. MX Coder Pack

° MX Dynamic Charts

. MX CSS Dynamic Menus
Contact Us

U Address:

1-11 Economu Cezarescu ST, AYASH Center, 1st floor
Sector 6, ZIP 060754, Bucharest, Romania

. Web: http://www.interaktonline.com/

o E-mail: contact@interaktonline.com

. Phone: +4031 401.68.19 or +4021 312.51.91
. Fax: +4021 312.53.12
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